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PR4049 Ahmad family fonds

Summary information

Title: Ahmad family fonds

Reference code: PR4049

Date: 1982-2013 (creation)

Physical description: 8 video cassettes [12 hrs., 43 min.]. – 3 optical discs [46 min.].

Language: English

Language: Urdu

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Khwaja Gulzar (Gus) Ahmad was born to Ghulam and Zebunnisa Samadani in 1937 in Punjab in what
was then India but would become the Punjab province of Pakistan after the creation of Pakistan in 1947.
He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Karachi in 1962 before working for the
Geological Survey of Pakistan as a geologist until 1967.
Gus Ahmad moved to Edmonton, Alberta in 1967 to attend the University of Alberta as a graduate student
in the Department of Geology. He earned a Master of Science degree in 1969 before returning to Pakistan
to marry Azra Jilani. Azra was born in Lahore, Pakistan in 1947 to Ghulam and Fatima Jilani.
Gus and Azra Ahmad then immigrated to Canada and permanently settled in Edmonton where they opened
a restaurant before Gus started work as a stock broker with the Midland Doherty brokerage firm in 1971.
In 1988, he began work in the personal financial planning and investment advisory field until retiring in
2015.
Gus and Azra Ahmad have a long history of community service. Prior to the founding of Islamic schools
in Alberta, the Ahmads founded the Crescent Education Society in 1975, an Islamic Sunday school, which
they operated until 1990. Azra was also a founding member of the Islamic Family and Social Services
Association (IFSSA), which was created in 1992 to assist Bosnian refugees transition to life in Alberta.
The IFSSA continues to operate as a social assistance agency for recent immigrants.
Gus and Azra have also been founding members of the Children of Islamic Nations charity (founded in
1981), the Federation of Canadian Visible Minorities (founded in 1987), and the Human Development
Foundation of North America, a charity founded in 2005 to assist in the development of rural Pakistan. In
addition to this service, Gus has also served on the Senate of the University of Alberta from 1991 to 1997,
the Faculty of Arts Development Council of the University of Alberta from 1998 to 2001, the Community
Services Advisory Board of the City of Edmonton from 2001 to 2007, the Alberta Family and Community
Support Services Association as a representative of the City of Edmonton from 2002 to 2007, and as a
public member on the governing body of the College of Alberta Dental Assistants from 2009 to 2012.
Gus and Azra Ahmad had three children: Ambreen (born 1970), Sumreen (born 1975), and Zeshen (born
1976).
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PR4049 Ahmad family fonds

Custodial history

The records were created and maintained by the Ahmad family until being donated to the Provincial Archives
in 2016.

Scope and content

These records consist of family home movies and recordings of mushera, Urdu poetry readings organized as
cultural events for the Pakistani community in Edmonton.

Notes

Restrictions on access

Audiovisual records must be digitized prior to access.

Conditions governing use

Permission for use required. Subject to the Copyright Act.

Finding aids

File list is not yet available. Contact reference archivist for more information.

Accruals

Further accruals are expected.

Note [General]

Includes the following accessions: PR2016.0577

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• Pakistani Canadians (subject)
• Poetry and poets (subject)
• Family (subject)
• Muslims (subject)
• Islam (subject)
• Edmonton, AB (place)
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