BEISEKER

For 1ist of parishioners in 1917

Cf, Strathmore File (Lists sent to Bishop

McNally in December 1317 as indicated by

postmark on envelope.)







TELEPHONE:
(403) 263-3371

‘Diocese of Galgary

BISHOP'S OFFICE
219-18th AVE, S.W,
CALGARY 3, ALBERTA

CANADA

BEISEKER, St. Mary's (Assumption) SUMMARY

1914 - 1915

196

1920 - 1923

1924
1924-25

1926

1927

1930
1932

1936 - 1941

1943 - 1944

Letter (in German) from Joseph Schmalts to Bishop McHally
requesting German priest, etec.

Bank Loan, Parishioners letter to Bishop McNally re Fr. Gelsdorf OMI,
Letter of Fr. Gelsdorf to McNally. Secretary's relpy - bishop would be

glad to have him at B, if hus suveriors allow.
Father Carew will visit parish for Mass.

Father Gilman to McNally re people and Bishop's message.
Confirmation
Two letters Father Beaton to McNally, - collections, trustees.

Rev. Colin Ross & trustees.
Parishioners request German Priest, - letter and translation.

Rev. M. McQuaid. Correspondence with A.J.H re parish records.

List of churches and missions. Church Goods Co. debt, - to Bishop
Kidd. Enlarging Swalwell church. No. of children. List of people
and comments. Fr. Speckmaier vi its B., -not anxious to take over.
Census, Oct, 1927

Bishop Kidd to Me. Tighe KC and Fr. McQuaid - no action re school

Iist of families. Insurance to be increased,
Fr. J.A.N.Lebel in temporary charge. His report May-Sept. 1932 -

Bishop Carroll to Msgr. McCoy re dances.

Rev, M.J.Fitzpatrick 1937 report

Fr., Tennatt Adm. (1941) after temporary adm. of Fr, F.A.Foote.
Bishop Carroll's letter to him.

Organ and breaking land (20 acres)

Church property outside village, - all agree.

Rectory destroyed by fire, Marhh 1944, Fr. Anderson (dean) reports.

New rectory under eonstructicn, Report of costs of same.
7 acres sold.
Bequests of Masses - Ignatz Hagel, Jacob Hagel, - conditions.

N.B. The other BEISEKER FILE contains all the correspondénce, Bishop Carroll,
Building Committee, etc. with Fr, Tennant, Father McGraevy, Father Vern=
brock re:

New church
Dispute among parishiéners re site of new church

Construction of church, etc. moving of ractory.
Alterati ns to rectory
Repairs to church,
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PLEASE ADDRESS
ALL COMMUNICATIONS

The Roval Bank of Canada

{NCORPORATED 1869

70 THE MANAGER

p—

R 2o g MO S

CABLE ADDRESS ROYALBANK"

Beiseker, Alberta, December 3lst. 7 &

J

The Rev. J. T. HcNﬂll&s
Bishop of Calgary,
Bishpp's House,
Calgary, Aiberta.
Dear 8ir,-

We beg to adknnowledge receipt of your letter of

" the 29th. Inst, brought to us by Messrs, Hagel & Silbergagel,

in connection with a loan ef $600.00. to pry the balance due
the Crown Lumber Company, Ltd. en the bill of lumber for the
Priest's house here.

We have already given them this ascomodation but
would ask you to complete the enclesed form of Guarantee and
return 1t to us at your carlieli convenience, Xindly sign in
your officias) capacity using the seal which you pleced on your
le¢ter to us, and if there are other signing officers for the

Church, the seme as would sign in the execution of any other legal

e

doouﬁent. kindly have them sign as wekl and the whole duly pETE hese

witnessed. You will appreciate the fact that the congregatiem &:’

here sre not an organized body in the lagal sense of the word .
and their Trustees are not legally avpointed As far as we are
concerned, so that we would like to kave your pguarantee for the

mmount as owners »f the property in question, We hold a Guarantee

signed by meven of the parishioners but there has been coﬁdidorlbl;F

o -

.
i

st AT

e s 1 ia . e



—

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES
OF ALBERTA

—

=




- 2 -

 diesatisifaction over this and many will not sign so that dees

not represent the congretatien as a whobde. Those who have pnil
‘their portion in full object to signing a guarantee for the
due by the others. lowever if you will sign the forn onﬂl..‘df 5
our requirements will be rully satisfied,

Wishing you the compliments of the -iannhs

Yours very truly,
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Beiseker, Alta.,
AuUg. 28, 1910
To His Lordship
The Right Rev. JOHN T. MCNALLY.
Bishop Of Calgary.,
Your Lordship : =
We parisheners of Beiseker, consider

it as our duty, to express our best thanks to Your Lordsiip,
for the warm interest whicn you have shown all the time for
our German Parish in Beiseker, and which you yet lately have
ghown again in sending us RevV. Father William Celsdorf Q.M.T.

We hope and we will pray to God, tnat Your
Lordship will do the same in the future and if possidle in
sending us a Peiesh Priest for our German Catholic Congregation
here in Beiseker, for the reason, that our Congregation is
increasing all the time, in that we are now about 28 families
Wity 2 warv larzs nimher ~€ ehil degn

Your Lordship certainly will Gbe not Angry al us,
when we express our full gatisfaction with Rev.Father william
jeladorf, and that we would be only to glad, if Your Lordship
could find a way, to send us this good Priest. We on our part
certainly would be always vVery tanakfull to Your Lordsihip
and we would show this our thankfullnees in praying for Your
Lordehip and in supporting our Priest to Your Lordenhip's and
the Priest's satisfaction.

- We give the full gauranise tnat a Priest, taking
Beiseker and thne other missions around will have a good
1iving to his own satiefaction,

Thanking Your Lordship agai’l for all Your
kindness and asking for Your fatherily blessing,

We remain;

Your obedient parisqaeners from Beiseker.,
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ki ry, Al .’jeptember 20. 1’15'
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¥ ' i
2§ The Rev. ¥illiam Gelsdorf, 0.X.I., Y
.;  204, Sincleir Street, Rimonton. e
1 .

Dear Reverend Pather, i

The Bishop of Calgary directs me to tell you, in reply |
to your letter of the 9th. init.. that if you ocan arfaﬁgi mat- _.}J;;

-ters with your superiors, he will be only toé pleased to; _"j

yon af Beiseker.
Yours vary truly,

Bishop's secretary.

faﬁ"iéziyu Jﬁgnﬁty_j
Criphtoandh . Gvonme Wost
X lalgary, . e Wefoh 29, 1916,
¥r. Thomas wagel,
Reiseker. ,
Dear Sir,

If we cannot find a German-speaking priest,
the Rev. Pather Carew, of Strathmore, will vigit Bédseker
on Saturday, April the 8th, and gay “ase for the Parish

on Sunday, April the 9th. Plesse notify all the Parishioners f ;g.,%f
in good tiie, in order that as many as possible may be ahble to .-t i
Yours faithfully, & i

Administrator. - e , '-73$%
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Rev, Mather Rossg,
Beiaeker, Alta,

Dear Fnther-,- -

We the undersigned beg to Inform you that we will not
teke any steps in coneotion with cleanind of the Parish house

Be igekar, Alberta,
August 28th, 1924,

in Belseker for your accommadation norg will the Parish be
responsivle for any expence that you msy inoure by doing so,

this fact we do not recognise you as our Paster and h
Weé promilse you no support or maintainance,

We asked for a Geaman speeking Preist here and hg}gy of wmt

Signed,

Trusstee's,

ATy

/!

_/W?%wJ ﬁ%{&w\

i .

oy
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Saered Heart Churek,
1615, 13th. Avenue We,
Calgary, aungust *23, 1924,

Dear Sir, ' ‘

p
‘The eopy of the translation of a petition, tegether with the

original petition, gigned by 2 number of the people of ..
Beiseker, and agiressed to His Lordship the Bishep of the e
Diceese of Calzary, hnve coma to hand, : e

I regret that it was imposaibls to neet certain 2embers of

the parish of Beissker who ¢ame to see me a short tine 2go;
but it altogether better to have these matters ecommitted teo
"riting eomeearned, because in the 2hsenece of the Bishop, I

¢an do nmothing,

ew T have onece more teo assure the faithful and loyal

Catholies among the reople of Beisekar distriet, that

they may count on 1is Lordship the Bishon to do all in

his powsr for them now and in the future, as he has done

in the rast, Tm return, I trust that the Taithful members

of the Beiseker wmission will give preetical proof of their \
appreciation and pratitude for His Lordship's kindness

by their loyal suppert zad ecoperation ss good Cathelies,

Yours truly in Christ,

I...O....l‘ll.......ottt.Inn'OQQCh‘r‘..llor.

Te Mr. A, Hagel,
Beisekxer, Alberta,







Beiseker, Alberta. August 15, 1924, .

Rt, ev, J.T. McNaily, D.D,
B¢ i10p of Calgary,

~iv-7A St, N,W, Rosedale,
Ca gary, Alberta,

Rt dev, J.T.McNally:

Burther to our delegation which we send to inter=-
view you as per acttached petition, and they veing un-
fortunate in tnat they found you were out of tnie city
and father Hatherington being too busy to grand them
an interview, however, they were advised to go home
and and mail their petition instead. e

We are herewith enclosing the original -etitiom
together with a copy of same translated into enrlish,

It ie our sincere nope that you give sam- your
favorabiLe consideration,

We remain yourse in Cnrist,

,_:fziz/t4,d/9wij;2xd.
2122/542:7"éigtifgi;ptaa%%gcm,kjéz%;ﬁ('

(;h 1/151;[7%7?/ C A aueame:

r/
|

LY
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- loh-dti‘
s - mz l1zler . .

o Sk Adem Senleppe
ll.cnq ‘Koffler.
J.H Schmalts -

Anton
Mathial m
‘KEarl Ternes .
B . Hagel

Matt, Schmal \3-
Isidor Ternes

% Jouxn Miller

chnrunu ;

a.r. Usselman '

Johannes Wu :
Robers Bemeny (. .
B.P,Schleppe - Th
Peter amn Wit L ¥
Andrew Sohmalts =

‘Val, Schleppe 250
‘Joseph Bulnmd
huph nhln.tl ‘ ?

_ il ‘r. i, 3 ‘.:. w_-";,
i o I.ou nnu- :
:ch Usselman.
Magnus Miller

T Bdwara 1
Pelix Hag g
Peter Hagel = =

Jos. lehln'uonncrm
A J Schmaltsz

' Fred Jer
William
lt







n. Rev. :.!. mdlr,b.na ishep o
R A 9“-7 A ﬂ". ‘.‘. nm C" il
S Calgary, Auorn. AR T

nw. Buup llolulr L a‘.

: i Ve nlyb te be umod Mi“-‘*;h'
: . but as we are delegated x -
L7 a8 © 48 our duty %o try and i mw"ym ﬁ pe

_ Ve the undersigned members of .
. Aswumptien of the B.V.M. ef Beiseker, humbly
% Ri. Rev. Father & Bilhl‘l nldly um &

43 - Ir tt ;11 p”__ ll_c, umn u ,.Q »
© serve us in eur ewn 1li tﬂ. and tllwc»r
wards carrying out eur o Mm
“As there ars so peeple in g‘:}
. uaderstand english, . nmg %
: mtcn. We are fherefere
‘- . name ef Jesus Christ our Le¥
v that yeu will met, if at All m-uuo,
. humble Tequest. ﬁ

We remain Touy .’ooum lambs “ HI “

L3 ._-_ e . _h"" .
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Rev, licrael NeQuaid
Beiseker, ilte.

Dear Pather licQuaid:~ e
I have reoceived your letter of Jan, i 5

ETlk. W8 e cuvivees etTGesi (s Tghtae O leme ol

from the Winnipeg Church 3oode Co. I presume that you

hive the letier I wrote you at the beglnning of November

lagte In that let er I mentioned that it hes been and

8t1ll ie a lew in thic diocese thet no parish priest is

&llowed to iavolve a parivih in a debt excesding £ifty

doilars witiou: the exprecs permisciocn uf the Jishope I -

also mentioned that, eaccordin: to the stat-ment sent ne

the priests in charge of iciseker arish hed paid more

eash t. the “imnipeg Chureh Goode Co. than the amount of

each received from various csourges and ivdividuals, fer

their gifts of statwes, ete. to the churci. There were

aprarently some thinge reccived by the orurch which were

not paid for, such es PriefDieus, cusliione, cendlesticls

ani candles. If the church hae received those, and dia

not ey for tl.em, they chould be paid for by the rarish,

 § r!peat what I sald before regarding the
inteyeat charges. They cen leok to wionsoever they
wish for it. I will have nothing to sey or to do
regarding thet matter.

Wishing you every L1l ecoing, T remain

Joure fatfrfmlly in Christ

Biskop of Calgery,.
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‘Diocese of (algary

BISHOP'S OFFICE

g 1 m;) 263-3371 i : i CALGARY 3, ALBERTA
i BRI, CANADA
-'l-. T

This file contains all the correspondence, etc. between Fathers Tonhant.—. X

McGreevy, Vornbrock with Bishop Carroll, Diocesan Bldg. Commkttee and

=
%

others re:

)

L

New chureh

Dispube among parishioners re new site.

New .sit.e agreed upon - near school

Construction of church

Moving of rectory

Alterati ons. to rectory

Repairs to church.
Varicus reports and acknowledgements, ' o I 2 24
Map .
Closing Swalwell

R "

-- ’_;c‘ -':%“3 e







od. T 4. Hot think*it u.u y Eon difricult to ralaa. sty

quito a eons:.&u:ﬁ:lo m 1 g th. time material and
1sbour eenditidm iqu-cre -nough tu build.’ The

church mmng hyn h ‘.I.nrr;thor bad nhape;baa:.des !

Sy "',

veing to -ali-.it 1q mmnlg to disintegrate. . <

I will be: uwn; Eontimation this sumner irf
comenient for ml!hl: fhe latter part of July
or the boginning ﬁmurm the time of the

: Religious Sm Schotl I alnost naed the help of

~ the sisters to nendlé + '_
week day is lﬂi‘hﬁblﬁ focr !ﬂimtiﬁn luru nuﬁ it
.ahonld not be too u;rmn ‘t‘o a:rrangn a iﬁou

Sunday second. ml mmm ID to datu.

e

“ ' Enclosed m '111 ‘iinl t duqua to cover ‘I:ha 4 :

lﬂst RGT.FQ?-cmm M P o
‘Bishop of Calgary,
calga.ry,l.lta. . Ve %

‘ _'!tmr Excen&my- | | o :
‘ . During ﬂu r.out 1mm Loén

: arsn some orthopeopumhmnﬁ-iu ma'

@m for a church bnim m ?ﬂti.i;’n dok
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Beiseker,Alberta.
May 17th. 1948.

Mdst Reverend Francis P.Carroll D. D
BLShop of Calgary,
‘“Dalgary,ﬁlbertu.

Lk .\‘_."‘. ¥

Your Excellency: i :
' I have been thinking about writing you for some time regaﬂﬂink

. the 2imost ridiculous crowding of the Beiseker Church when there 1s only one
Sunday mass. For instance,last uunday at least fifty people could not get in

the church at all for the 3.00 a.m. mass. Some of these were: near the . door
:'jihere they could see the altar but others I am informed simply sat in ‘the cU&B

4 ‘g, s
'

,Rﬁd some of the small fry wandered away from the vicinity of the chuwch ;fiqga§~

1t
l" .1\ : "
g M

h@r. It 1s not so bad in the ﬂinter with the bad weather and worse roads;
.-‘g-

*to pious attendance at mass on the part of the conprerction but 1t sure g&tﬁ

cn my nerves as well.

N

I know that +h9 only Permanenf solution to this condition 1s & &
new and larger church. So with this letter,I #m ineluding one to the Diocesan ¥
Riilding Pommié?ﬁv’for permission to meke - rrcnaphenfs for plans fnr a new ..
shureh as soon s conditions warrant this. I esm.not very much dfrrid of thefﬁw_
financial obligations of a new building but & definite plan for a new church " e

in the near future would certainly spur the people on to further efforts\qgﬁffg;r

behalf of the Building Fund. Without stressing the matter so far to any g"  Sy
-extent we alqu} have $16,000. or fhereahoutb. o :
"-rﬁ" : However,possibly some temporary measureps might be taken uhtil ?
: ax;éi'éhnrch in 2 _yeer or more becomes & .reality. I have thought of &Sking fo;CT:

' hﬂ]fp fi‘ﬂm thp Basilicie j_n Calgery for twe Sundays a month but I hate to do
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May 10th, 1948

M. ‘. m.

St. Maxy's Restory,
Beiseker, Alberta,

Dear Father Temmant:- | i ) “”w?
y ‘q‘.u
Ihuonedwdymlm&wlﬂhdq M
with its enclosure for Msgr, Hetherington, Although building comditions ' -
seen to be getting worse, you should make some sort of a bagimning to
relieve the situation at Beiseker, I will mmmmdm wh i
your letter, T ko 5, el
 Of course, the longer tae erectiom can be delayed,the ,.;.;’,if-';: T

x.mzummmmmum-m.uwu A
‘them as =a emgimeer, mmmmm.m;mummmfg
a yoar or two yet, The cpst of the mew hospital wing has already sl
increased $200,000 for ‘es tes of less them a year agoy gt ‘_._,:-e?-;__. e

: Ihmthormltyformuutﬂnm.votjmuuh
that it is too hard physically on the priest, However if you think ; v
Mmm,mmumrhm Let we know om what Sundays you . [
mtit. : Al

I =m reserving the last Sumday of August rorjwrdeoﬂmun.
Kind m.ﬁ.. _ L
v . Yours cordially in Christ,







'way or the other but left the matter entirely 1n their hands. Ho
17 4o think it 1s a good idea to glve the Catholics ‘6f this distrigt 8

i

Wﬂ Sincerely in Xto:
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g7 ' June lst. 1953.

CALGARY ,Alberta.

‘agreement between the warring factions over the site of a proposed church ',

‘be the cure for the situation here. To say the least it is very dis-

;

Saint Mary's Church
Beiseker,Alberta.

Most Reverend Francis P.Carroll D.D. ' . ﬁﬁfﬁ
Bishop of Calgary,

Your Excellency: ' b
‘ I am a little late in answering your letter of May 16¢th, , §

mostly because I have been trying hard to bring about some aemblanct.of'

here. However,it seems about as hopeless as the peace talks at Pannunjan. ,
However,I have gathered all the information I can for the Diocesan Build-' ;
ing Commistee as you requested,regarding the proposed new church or re- '
pairing the old church sufficiently to do fof some time. I am énclosing
this information. Sometimes,I feel that possibly another priest might

couraging and not very inducive to attempt to make any progress or
look to the future.
If you would let me know when it is convenient for you,

I could have the young man,James Hagel come to Calgary to see you abouﬁ'

his desire to enter the seminary. I wrote to you about him in my lasﬁ

letter.
Sincerely Yours in Xto.:

PR 0 - T e T -~
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'."'. AET ﬁ’ ; ; : AESE
St. Mary's Ioetory: ; P T
Beiseker, Alberta, , SO 0

Dear Father Tenmant:- .

: After discussing at length the advisability of
making alterations to the present Beiseker Church, and censidering
fully the advantages and disadvantages of securing & nev site for
the church, the Diocesan Building Committee reached the followimg ¢
decision at its meeting of Jume 8th, held at the Bishop's Residence.

Y
= ok .
TAATERY

1. The existing church building has deteriorated to such an m. P
that any expenditure of momey om it would be an absolute waste., =

2. That the present site owned by the parish be retained, ol s itk
new church be constructed thereen. ' Some of the reasess for this
decision aret , . | b,

1) A saving in the cost of moving the preseat rectory. e &
2) A saving in the cost of purchasing a nev site. s e i IS
3) The present church property is a great deal larger than % _
the proposed nmew site, and therefore would permit a future TR A |
building expansion. Thus a convent, parish hall etc. could o

- be erected if and when necessary.

4) Should anything happen that the existing school arrangements

with the Department of Education become mnsatisfactory, '

sufficient space to build a Catholic school would be available

on the present site. ' _ & 3
S) ‘A new church built on the present site would have a far £
better appearance and display, than to be hidden away in the . o g
‘towm site. . : :
6) The Town Council has given assurance that utilities would
“be made svailable to the present church property. . , s

The present site contains the cemetery, and the traditipnal

, for the cemetery is beside the parish church. &£

(’
o

The Diocesan Building Committee has submitted the above decision

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Secretary,
Diocesan Building Committee.







I send it to you herevith,

and discussed it with open minds, They comsidered all the .
‘conclusions have been given without fa or prejudice to W‘l i ;

approve it,

4 people of Beiseker parish will accept the decision and that all

- with their opinion or not - to be of one mind in the matter and

June 14, 1983,

Dear Father Tenmnant:- j ol feh

I have received tm the Diocesan Building -
Committee, their decision regarding the erection of a mew chureh
in your parish or the removation of the present church building.

The members of the Committee took mo gides in this matter
arguments for and against the two propositions; and their

but only for the ultimate welfare of Church in your parish., -
Their degisdon is, therefore, quite neutral and I am pleased to

H

1 am satisfied that the good will and Catholic spirit of the

of them will umite to erect as soon as possible a new church om

the present site. The excellent record of the parish warrants
this expectation, I appeal to all, vhether the decision agrees

Join vith you in the eroction of a church worthy of the parish = =
and a tribute to God's honor, N -

Yours cordially in Christ, .
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Saint Mary's Church S
Beiseker,Alherta. A
December Férst 1953,

Most Reverend Francis P. dePOll Dals
Bishop of Calgary,
Calzary,Alberta.

Your Excellency: - .
Would it be out of order to ask concerning saying mass in

the afternoon or evening? If possible,I heleive it would be of great help

to have an evening mass in Beiseker on holydays of obligation for the -

following rezsons: It would be a distinct advantage as far as the schqal :

children and even their parents are concerned. Although I have a mass a£

8 a.m. on these davs before school opens,quite a number are late coming

to church and in a rush afterwards./ind although I have another mass at ;.

16 a.m.,I know that some of the children and grown-ups also do miss mass

compgleely on these holydays. Also,I beleive the evening would bring some

from Acme and 3walwell who have too far to go for the mdrning masses.

As most of the holvdays cone during the winter months,it is qﬁite dark

up to about the time of the f}rst mass for the farmers to have their

chores done and ret into church on time with the children hefore school.

Ordinarily the school buses hring them in to school. So with your per-

mission,I would like to try the afternoon or evening masses for holydays

of obligation. This would not have to include Christmas or New_Yaar'&'Day' ?

or when a holyday falls on a Sunday. I would very much like to try thié”

as a closing of the triduum on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. *,
Also during the winter,if possible I beleive the afternoon or evemiéi_i

would be of great help for the missions of icre and Swalwell especially }

the latter as the trip up there and back is 44 "iles. In summer it fits ~% §

in nicely witp an early nmass here but in the -inter I aluavs seem to ge q
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a late start. Also the few children of the Swalwell liission are the
ones who a suffering most from the lack of religious instruction and
with =2 afternoon or evening mass,I eould give them considerable time,
not having to rush right back to Beiseker for another mass. ‘
In the above cases,I do not think I would apply them to the simmer
at all but during the winter months (say,from November to March incl,)

it may just work out nicely and bring more to the masses in the missiqnj

especially as I mentioned at owalwell.

Theee seemsto be new .corp! jcations arieinp rerarding the "bleéaed"
i church site in Beiseker. I'm very sorry to bring this subject up agqin
but at your convenience,and if vou have the time to give to it I would
like very rmuch to ask vour advice about some of the new phases of this
- controversial and to you (and to me also‘ tiresome situation.

If you can spare the time and will let me know when it would be Ran:
convenient,I would like some advice on some of the new aspects of the
situation. I could corie in to see you,at any tine. =

Sincerely in Xto.:

4“"@7






o At T T'\_-,u_l?fj} :
SAINT MARY'S NEW CHURCH FUND ’ )

- - $
Individual Contributions (1945-52) in bonds & cash...... 18,183,71

A.

B. Sale of barn and pipes (1944)ceeunnn.... S R e S R B W

C. Sale of church property to Matt Hagel (1947)e..ceveeonn.. 400,00

D. Interest on Bonds. and Savings Account (1947-53)......... 3,025.,87

E. from Columbiis Club.....eesveeiisss O S T R 361,12 B
E Rt ol 0 00 2 s d i e i s hi SN St m bt B T . % - A | 560,00

G, from Parish Account {C.J.L.)........................;... 9,994.63

H. from 1953 envelopes "New Church" to end of Oct. ........ 1,301.82

oA o s 3e, 00000

D. INTEREST:1947:138,34  1048:322.97  194,9:292.41 1950:429.12
1951:442.33  1952:762.23  1953:638. .47

E, COLUMBUS CLUB:1945:60.,00 1951:115.89 1958:185,20
F. C.Y.0. Lions Supper(1945):60.00 19L8:500.00

G. Parish Account (received from C.W.L.):1947-48:1000, 1948-49:1500.
1949-50:1700. 1950-51:1700, 1951-52:1L00. 1052-53:2300. :

9,600,00

The above TOTAL is now in the Beiseker Branch of the Royal Bank of
Canada as follows:
Savings Account:3$ 16,900,00
In Bonds,in safety deposit box.: 17,100.00

34,000,00

These funds are now in trust to Saint Mary's New Church Fund Committee
with J,H.Schmaltz and the present pastor Rev.A,Tennant acting as
chairman and treasurer. .
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. We the supperters ¢ of the Catholic Church, Tesiding 'an ¢

: thg village of Beiseker, humbly
ee to ;11. oouaiderttion to our needs
ilding of the nqn ettholie ahurdh on 1:"

pptition the niooesan Butlﬂing

i, Gmitt l.nq ﬂ“. in ’1_ g

its approval - to the bu

prglpl“ site. ( the former school preperty).

_(Ldan Vhlqu)
"(L Ftlhori
(Fcli: Kl ol
‘ (Vli Sabnslts)
(Andrau Rtoh& )
(L.L.SohuAlts)
lJ’ohum
tJo-._',' f x.f
(f A Hatdigleg)
 (Btove Silbers {
LALSchwartqpnigr;f
(Evt Hgg,l Hrl.)w
\(Barh.rp qgggfuer ﬁf
(. Geo.ﬂ.&ohmnlt:)

(' J Inroio)

w«f -t.wr

':(Bctty Sthnlt: KI

( E.X¥ ﬂngel Nrs.)

(Donnie Schnaltz)







ST
T g

Ve the supperters of the Catholls Ghured, residing withfs %
the village of Betssker, humbly petitien the Dicsesen Milding o
Osmuittoe %o give somesderation %0 our needs sad veats, in @i¥iNg @
mw““"ﬁuiudﬁcmmu.f-.‘ﬁ}--_ A
Prepesed aite. ( the former séhool preperty).

(Florence P,Hagel i

(V.F.Smith ¥rs.(Don) ado
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4‘”” T e ————teInan Schmaltz) 6%
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-/_ ittt/ ~dary L.Johnson) .,“.&
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‘Gemmittee to give considerstion to our needs sad wente, in g8

nm-mdwmuommmum ;:‘
the village of Beiseker, Numbly petition the Ma lec

fﬂlll_

1"“1“&0“1!“.0!’&0“0““‘*4’!
prepesed site. ( the former school preperty). &

w-m-- :

¥att.Schmalts .

Joseph Hsgel,ér.,"

Nieck Velker

e

Gabriel Schwengler, 2

—_— LR T

Magnus Hiller
ey
Bcrbara Gornnh ir.,

nra H M. Schilsel

Frank J, Sohnlltz,,‘

g

¥rs., Barabare Ollon, 56
—-—_

Tony Schmalts, ~ 3§ "

Barbara 1,Hagel, 11

o

: A7
Gabriel Hagel, . ;
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for building a church,  motion was finally made by Carl L,Schmaltz to

miah building and finance committee go on record as favoring thp' >,

:

This petition 1s in sugort of the Fesolution passed . '..z__‘

by our Buildimg and Finance oomittoe of 17th of Pebruary 1964,

& cooy of which attached hereto.
Sopy of minutes of -“_’&‘u‘" “‘“M

A moating of the New Church Committee was held in Saint Lnry?

‘Rectory on Wednesday February 3rd with all members present with the exec

ep- -

tion of Kr, Oswald Ternes who has tendered hi® resignation, The meeting -

was opened shortly after eight O'clock by the chairman Mr, J .H. Schmaltz

nnd

an informal ana lengthy discussion took Place regarding the proposed new lite

6ffect:

“‘!Q._"z e

"With the approval of the niooeu.n Building Gomittn. THAT ﬂifq

new site ( The former School property) within the town limits of Bolm

 for building & new church, also that the present said pu':llh bﬁild”in.

committee will whole heartedly follow the studied deoiaion of iEhc ‘Diotnli

'auilding Committee, This motion was passed unsnimoualy )

. It was also Suggested by Louis =, Hagel that if this parish
Bormittee is invited te 1ntervie' the Diocesan Building Committee that
members make g determined effort to be present, if at all pou:lble._

The meeting was adjurned on motion by Val Schmaltz,

Rev, A,Teunant Secy-Treas,

» ! a o e
a PRI T R T Ay e T———
[ R T e ———

R TR T T T Ty TrRETAT R T T e T T WMrAR Y.

all mem







This is a copy of the Catholics supporting the church (by way
of making use of the sunday collection envelepes,) and ru:l.dm
in the town of Beiseker, as pre ared by Rev, Fath Ten

Enve 1020 No

1, Schmaltz Peter : - 49, H.ascl lint l‘lortn“,
2. Schmaltz Felix P, 50, Schmaitz, NMatt.
3. Hagel Lrs, Frances, 51, Schmaltz, Val,
4, Hagel inton, 52, Schmaltz, Carl L,
5. Hagel A.E 53, Schwartzenberger, Mrs. A,
6. Hagel Xarcus, 54, Selzler, Jack
7. Schmaltz, Mrs, Juliana 55, Velker, irs, Agathsa,
g8, Plowman, J.R 56, Stinn, Mike,
9, Schmaltz Louis L, 57, Nuebauer,¥rs. (H) .'Bu'hu
10, Hagel Ignatz 58, Verbeek, John,
11, Hagel liss, Barbara 59. Silbernagel,Steve,
12, Hegel krs, E.N 60, Silbernagel,Misas. D,
13, Fisher, Lawrence 61, Kiprick, Jouph,
14. Richter, Andrew 62, Tetz, otf,o.
15, Hagel, Jos. Sr., 63, Schmaltz, Geo, 8r,,
16, Hagel, ¥iss, Fmma ‘64, Schmaltz, Goo.l. 3’1‘.
17, Hagel, Gabriel 65, Schmaltz, Vernan,
18, Treidl, A.E 66, Kostrosky, Mrs. Doio!tt
19, Johnson, Miss, Mary, 67. Schmaltz, Donnie,
20, Plante, F,
21. Bunyan, Lorne,
22. Velker, Nick,Sr.,
23, Schwengler, Gabriel
24. Eiller, Magnus
25, German, Nrs., Barbara
26, Schissed, lirs, M. M, & Bob
27, SShmalts, Leo,J
28, Schmaltz, Miss, Betty,
29. Lavoie, V.J,
30, Smith, YNre, (Don) V.F.
31, Ieidinger F.A,
32, Hegel, E.B
33, Lucyk
34. Schmaltz, F.J,
36, Sohmaltz, Tony,
36, Olsen, Mrs.(Stan) Bn-bcra.
37. Hanlon, J.B,
38, Hagel, rolix.
$9. EHagel, Jos. J,
. Verbeek, Dr.E
. 41, ‘Hegel NMiss., Victorja,
¥ 42, Hagel, Alfred
43, Hagel,blrs, Eva,
44. Velker, Adam,
... 45, Simmonds, Mrs, lnry, A4
. 46, Termes,Vm. ol fuit 100
47. Vald, A, A, V
¥ 48. Wald, Niss.Rose ¥ary,

Y







Supplementary Report to Petition.

Env, No.
Hagel, A. E. '_E% Away on holidays.

Hagel, Mareus 6 Wishes to remain Neuxfal : & &
Sehmaltz, Mrs. J. 7 Avay in hospital i F
Hagel, Emma 16 rhﬂnﬂfbrking, Employer Termes favors old sii!. :

proidl, A. E. 18  Wishes to remain Neutral C#kyary fowe
Plante, F. A. 20 Wishes to remain Weutral School :i_ pal..
Verbeek, E. Dr. 40 Wishes to remain Neutral Just starttng hore;
Hagel, Victoria L1 Transfered to Bank imn Calgary. :

Selzler, Jack 5k wishes to remain neutral, loeal c:rrtnter.

.
The following were sgainst the Petition. ik ;iiég’
«Schmaltz, Peter 1 : | : | % -V-j';uhﬁ
.Sehmaltz, F. P. 2 “ 3
Hagel, Mrs. F. 3 | | .t
Hagel, Anton R
- Schmaltz, LJ B
Hagel, Alfred 42
Ternes, Wm. 46

_Sehmaltz, C.L. 52
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We the undersigned hereby offer to donate, as an extra

donation,if required for the building of

ovor and above our regular donations towards the building fund '551;;_%

the following:

Epﬂ)uxa? 23 wof /f ‘57‘

our new church thereon,

1) Block "S" Plan J 22 ﬁ‘ithm the villago of Beiseker,

(known as the old lchool gronnd)

AND

i) Pay all expenses for moving the present rectory from the .

present site to the new site,, viz,, Block "B* Plan ﬁgzg GH.
‘dn the village of Beiseker, including the digsing.pf a full

basement, full conerete foundation with concrete floor,

similar to fhe resent one, the setting of the building on

the new foundation,

It is estimated that the above two items would cost

approximately $3,000, 00,

e SRR MU TT e
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I Andrew Richter, Farmer, of Beiseker,Alberta, being the Kot
'rogistercd owner of a parcel of land situated within the legal - 5;E;

limits of the village of Beiseker, known as Pt, of S.W, guarter

7 (*) of Section 13; Township 28; Range 26; W of 4th M., consistin
of approximately(7) seven acres; Hereby agree to enter 1nto.un
agreement with Saint Mary's Church, Beiseker, Alberta, to loll to
them this said parcel of land for the sum of l'o-hundred-forty-IIVC i
($245,00) dollars, or if preferred by the church to enter inte B
an agreement of option, - I will given them an optioﬁ, for a pcriod

mutually agreed upon, o e

Signed at Beiseker,
in the Province of Alberta

this 22nd day of February 1954,
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INFORMATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE DIOCESAN BUILDING COMMITTEE:
REGARDING THE CHURCH BUILDING SITUATION IN BEISEKER PARISH.

For the past number of years,it has been very evident that the
present church bulding in Beiseker could not be used in its existing ?
conditions-for very much longer.The sensible thing to do seemed to be. |
to plan for a new church. Contributions from the people towards a Bulld- .
ing Fund was suggested although no organized drive for funds was ever
started. In this way $18,183.71 with interest to date of”2387.h0 was
raised during the course of the years in cash and Dominiong Savings
bonds. At the present time,the sum of $32,241.00 is in a seperate
account and a seperate safety deposit box in the Beﬁiseker Branch
of the Royal Bank,the difference being what has been saved during the
years from the ordinary and extra-ordinary receipts of the parish.

It became quite clear this year that the old church building as it
is,could hardly be used over another winter. Therefore I thought it
about time that a definte move had to be made to remedy this situation. W*%
I appointed a committee of five men of the parish whom I thought :
the most capable of helping in raising money for a new church.

With the help of a plan sent by Father McGuinness and a preliminary
sketch of a proposed church seating 450 by architects Hodges and Bates
of Calgary,the committee of men and myself thought that there would aot 3
be too much difficulty in collecting and making suitable agraements to
raise the estimated $75,000.00 for such a bulding. And that work could i3

start almost at .onee. The estimated total cost of this building is

$75,000.00 and the preliminary sketch is available for consideration







2

_-\ u
——

=P of the Building Committee at any time.

. However, the difficulty which has continued to block all efforts
of collecting funds and going ahead with the plans suddenly, appeared.
It was the opinion of the committec which I had chosen (all but one)
that the only site for the new church must be the property in the wj: 5
village proper on which the old school had been situated and across the

road from the new school.This property is now owned by the Wheatlands
School Div. and would be bought by some of the parishioners and donataew
to the church. There are seven lots situated there at a value of 3200.00
a lot. The cost to those donating the property would be considerable

less than this,at the present time.

R e G e T

The only adavantages which I can see to this proposed new site are
that it is close to the school where now 162 Catholic children attend.
'But it is run on the lines of a public school and is likely to remain 2
80. Also,public utilities,phone,water etc. would be more readily avail-
able. The sewage and water by-law has just been passed for the village. :
The present church property is siguated in the municipality and $209.00 |
taxes must be paid this year from which very little if any benefit is
received.

On the other hand,the present property has been held by the church
for over forty years and the expense and difficulty of moving the £
rectory would be considerable. But the terrbble condition that has b
arisen is that the parish is now divided into two seperate groups
.and peracnalities and old sores have created a situation that is

almost impossible to solve. I have remained neutral in the controversy

inaiating that the welfare of the church should be the only deciding
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factor and that the situation of the church should not become very .

important” when ‘the two localities are actually only about thhee short - 4
city blocks apart. _ e B
But I now beleive that feelings have become such that the ;ﬁ;:g‘

solution at least during the course of the present generation might
be to repair or remodel the old church. I have looked into this'and
have come to the following conclusions:

A new Heating system will have to be installed. This will likely
have to be done at any rate,to make the bulding as is ysuitable for
human occupation this coming winter.

aiding or stucco will have to be put on the exterior.

The building will have to be insullated . : ‘3”;
New floor covering will have to be laid.(for the whole floor area).
A new shingling job on the roof,new wiring and all windows fixed.

To make more room ythe altar could be moved back into the present
sdristy and a sacristy built on the side.

After making considerable inquiries and obtaining estimates,it

would take about $12,000.00 to do this properly.Possibily somewhat

less with some voluntary labour.

I might add that the ones who really would go all out for a
new church would not help much in this project of repair but they
are mostly those also who favour the new site.

The repairs or remodeling of the old bulldin could therfore
be done without touching any of the funds actually donated for a

Respectfully Submitted:/ﬁ'.f W

new church.
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new church should be build in the village, Tast of the g254;5!g;$é:,3

Beiseker, Alberta, May 26,1953,

Listed below are some of the reasons why we think the

1)

3)

4)

7)

The church should be near the school, It is agreed that it

is the young that we must prepare and meke fit to carry em .
tomorrow. We have found that it -is very inconvient to hawve .
the children go from school to the church at the presem® . - "
distance, especislly is this true during Lent, when a number . ¢
of the children attend kass,and also make the stations dwring: .
noon hour, the church being isolated as at present, makes it V)
difficult to have an adult to supervise when the children o 4
make the stations, and sometimes they do mischief. T
The church should not be on a through road,or a very busy
highway, as is the case now, being on & highway connecting

highway No,9 - with nighway No.Z2. A S

The church should be on the same side of the railway as the -
village proper, where in this case 173 Catholic people ®
reside, as sgainst 22 on the west side of the railway,snd
if the church is built Tast of the railway, it is possible
‘thaet some of the now residénge Catholics will move their
houses to the 7ast side also, as at least one party has
already acquired a lot for that purpose.

If the church were build on the o0ld school ground, the S
proposed new site, the people living West of the railway, GRS
would still be closer to the church than many in the vild ”fﬁﬁ
living Zast of the railway. - ' P

At present the church is outside of the Village limits,making
it very difficult, if not impossible to have public ubilities -
installed, such as water, sewrage, Telephone sand what is

even more important perhaps, sidewalks. The matter of keep=-
ing the church clean is a real promlem at present, as people,
and especially children coming to church from the Village or
school must walk on the road, or beside the road, and in wet
weather they do pick up a lot of mud on there shoes.

With the black top highway runuing east of the village the
trend of settlement is to the Bast, as in indicated by the
fact that every lot near the proposed new site has been
bought, and even tne school lots, not for sale at present,
have been spoken for already, beceause they,near the proposed
site, A
Because of the demand for public utilities, ( and seler
is in the process of installing a water and seWrage dismf’
system, & vote on the by-law will be taken June 1,1963) the .
Government will not allow any further developement west of
C.P.R. Tracks, untill there are no more lots to be hed with- ..
in the present, or near the present surveyed water and le'ragjﬁg;
system, . -ég;,

All five men on the finance conmittee are of the opinion ﬂ%,
that the new provosed site would be u very desirable location;{g g
three of the five meew are living on tne farwus, and own no it
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and so have no personal interest
are only interested
d of the parish, 08

property in the village,
in the location in that regard, they
in what they believe to be for the goo
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Saint Mary's Church,
Beiseker,Alberta.
January 26th,1954.

™ T

Most Reverend Francis P.Carrnll D.D, - _ e
Bishop of Calgary, : : Jﬁfsm
Calgary,Alberta. B

Your IExcellency: :
I am enclosing the minutes of the parish meeting held here
in Novewmber in regard to the proposed new church for this parish. If you
remember,the last time I was speaking to you early in December,I promised
to send you a copy of the minutes of this meeting. I did not send it earlier
because I had hoped that I might bhe able to report some progress towards a
settlement of this parish dispute. The proponents of the "town™ site for a E
new church being of a more progressive and more agressive nature have been
active in their program and actually I beleive the whole parish would follow
their lead though sormewha® reluctantly,and I think the undercurrent of
of the controversy would still remain. As appears in the report of the parish
meeting as enclosed,you will notice that I appointed a committee of men to
act as a parochial building committze. They-are equally divided between the:
two factions with a couple of neutrals. Some of them are of the opinion that |
this committee should have the opportunity of discussing the problem with the |
- Diocesan Building Committee,some beleiving that when the deeision of the &
diocesan committee and as approved of in your letter,was made without a full !
understanding of the need and the suitahility of the new church being built
in town,the others hoping to ohtain once more an irrevocable statement that
the church is to be built on the present site. If this meeting with the
diocesan committee even *f they agreed to itywould do any good or not I'm
at a loss to say. The fault with the ones who wish to keep the church where
it is,is that they are satisfied to let things go as they are until it becomes '
necossary to make some repairs on the old church. Whereas,the others have
given promises that there will he no extra cost to the parish in obtaining
the land in the town for a new site and also no extra cost in moving the :
rectory, i
In the meantime the parish suffers both physically and spirit-
ually. The condition of the church has rendered the holding of mass almost
unbearable during the severe cold weasher such as last Sunday when after ;
staying up practically the whole night to keep a fire in the old furnace,the ’
temperature in the building during the first mass at 8 a.m, was actually et
‘below freezing.I have been saying mass on week days in a make-shift chapel
in the basement of the church. And the less hardy in both spirit and body, !
miss mass on these cold days on Sundays,not because they cannot get to church
but because of the cold condition of the building. I have even experienced "
difficulty with prospective converts because of their knowledge of the parish |
dispute, and undoubfly some have been lost because of this. 5.
It is difficult for me to rake any recommendations for the s
solving of this controversy outside of:
l.An attempt being made to reconcile the rest of the parish
to the new site. E :
: 2.A Tinal and complately decisive statement from the Bullding
CO!’.’]mit.tee h”'fkf—‘"! un ‘“j’ "':'_'!'.T‘:Fir."-lf vradn resopdine the nracpnt of te of t"‘e

A e ——







church. (Even a meeting of the above mentioned parish committee with the
Diocesan Building Committee might clear the air because no metter what
the decision would be,the other side would feel that they had at least
had their say before the highest tribunal. I myself however have never
recommended such a meeting to them nor been in favour of it,and I surely
would not want to attend myself,but let both sides hawe a clear field

in presenting their views. I would rather leave this up to Monsignor -
Hetherington encd the Dioczsan Building Committee to decide on the advie- .
ability of such a meeting.) _ Sy
J.Permission from the Builing Committee to repair and fix up the old ¢ ch
as well as possiblée and as cheaply as possible to do for the next number
of years until such tirme as death and fortunes of the future would put

an end to the foolish dispute. However,this last although a temporary
solution of sorts,would not tend to increase the zeal of either pastor

or people in working very hard for the future advancement of the parish.

I am indeecd vary sorry that T wave to bring up this subject again but
it is something that scems to hang on and Srow worse as time goes on.
- g s © 5
Although the recent parish redrt soert to you does not look too bad,it

certainly is not good enougch/for this r&ider place and everything of any
value in {t,was certainly done the hard way.,

Sincerely in Xto.: Aégggﬁzziﬂ'a

R ey s L

I am also enclosing a copy of this letter and a report on the parish
meeting to he given Lo lonsignor Hetherington or the Diocesan Building
Committee if dusired. §
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parishioners of St.Mary's Church at Beise-

fer,held in the Beiseker and District Merorial Hall og the evening of Nov.12th.

1953.

Reverend Father Tennant after havirg asked G.J.Schissel to act as a recording
secretary,opened the meeting with prayers and acted as chairman. Father then

explained the purpose of the meeting to organize a concerted effort on the part
of the whole parish to further th2 plane for a new church. e
The details of the ammounts in thz Building Fund and how they were raised W
then explained by the Reverend Chedrman. (Each person at the meeting was pro=
vided with a copy of the Financial Statement »f the New Church Fund).Suggestions

were then given for increasing 'h ammourt o~ the ~und.Various ways and means
were than Aiscussed such as pronices of grain,pledges,donations of bonds and
_coupons and the siining of notes. I+ w:: agread to leave this phase of the work
up to the Building Committee which woull be appointed. :
Father then gave the many reasons for t'a immediate need of a new building for
a church both for the spiritual weffere .7 the parish and the material progréss
of the community. The desirability of a ormunity of religious sisters in the
arish was also xmux brought tc the not ‘e 0f the meeting. SRy
he type of building suitehle for a chur h for this parish was then considered
and the sketches already drawn up were . cu-sed.Father then read the letter

from the Bishop and ths Diocesun 7yildirc Committee regarding the site of a -
new church for Beiseker Parish. Father " ‘nnant then appointed the following ..
to a committee tc act on the “inmancing d tuilding of a new church:J.H.Scﬁﬂixss
Val Schmaltz, Ed Schwartzenberger,Flori:. Mayer,Felix Hagel,Oswald Ternes,Mareus
Hagel,Louis D.Magel,Car] L.Schmaltz and Baltser Schmaltz. these men all agreed
to serve on such a committee and a vote ~f confidence was then requested 1n the
members of this committee.It was moved "y Peter Schmaltz and seconded by Tony

"Schmaltz that the Parish es a wvhole acre t this committee.

Before this moticn could be brought to a vote,a long contraversial discussion
took place regarding the site for a new c'urch, J.H.Schmaltz declared that he
did not think that t uestion of a site .ould be re-opened at this meeting
but since it had andpwas settled a loca® Bu'lding Committee could not function.
He then made a motion that the approval of 1 is appointed committee be tabled
until such time as the meeting was ready for (he maEgkmgx motion. {,ﬁ;,hg
Father Tennant then said that there must be u :nimous agreement on the sifesnot
much progress could be made.But in view of the -+ter from the Bishop (which he

read again) the matter was settled as far as h 5 conceraad and that if any
discussion or vote regarding the site of Fh“ chu=:l was to take place at is
meeting,he felt obliged to leave the meeting. He o -eced to return_at such Fime

as. this question was brought to a conclusion.He then left the hall.

As a new chairman for this portion of the meeting had to be elected,Adam Velker
nominated J.H.Schmaltz to act as chairman but he 2clined due to his position
on the susgested committee. Jendel Schmaltz nominited Matt Schmaltz but he too
declined and in turn nominated Louis L.Schmaltz wlose nomination was seconded
by John Mayer. This was carried.

The chairman also being mayor of the village,decleed that no official assuranc
had ever been given by the Towm Council that the mw utilities of the village -
would be made available to the present church prop:rty as stated in the letter
of the Diocesan Building Committee. oy
During the discussion of the Church site which fol.owed,J H,Schmaltz gave his
views of what had happened rejgarding the proposed milding of a new church 3
since the time that Hensignor Hetherington and Fatier McBuinness came to Bels=







il

-eker in August of 1952 to look over the school property proposad as the site .’
of a new church and the condition of the present church. ¥
Lawrence Fisher made a motion that a vote be held among the members of the .
arish regarding the building site. This motion was seconded by William ¥,
gchwarzenberger. After considerable discussion pro and con,an amflendment to-
this motion was moved by Matt Schmaltz in effect that this meeting regrets
that the Diocesan Building Committee made a decision regarding the site of,

a new church without consulting the members of the parish but since the Bighop
had approved of this decision in a letter to the parish priest,that this meet-
ing go on record as being willing to abide by his decision. The amendment was -
seconded by A.Troidl and was carried but not unanimously. ;

Father Tennant then came back to resume his position as chairman and the.d
ed motion regarding the personnel of the Parish Building Committee was % TR
passed and Father asked them to carry on with the work of preparing for the =
building of the new church subject to the approval of his Excellency the &
Bishop in all their decisions.J.H.Schmaltz also spoke on the important duties
of the members of this committee. "he meeting was adjourned on a motion by
Matt Schmaltz and was carried. Clpged with prayer by Father Tennant.

secy.of meeting.

el

:

After the parish meeting,a short meeting of the above Parish Building Co ttee
was held and the nominations of J.H.Schmaltz as chairman and Reverend A.E.Ten-
nant as Secretary-treasurer wecre approved. :
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: I_Buildiug.canmittee. The latter 48 to meet soon -.;r-hablr'alll,

MA-__E.i‘_onnut i A i3 e %
St,ﬁnw!a Mcﬁ.. X G N

roilta,

Dear Father Tennatt: o Bl

_ Father Lofort will let you know when and 1f the meeting is
upon. Then perhaps you could get your ‘committoe o rep ros
£:om both sides in it, to come in here, If yhur cc-utug

,-tho:r have not been given a chance - although you set down ot
"-:thil_td.ll reuove that comrlaint, Alsc it may give a m-

‘to the question on Lic part of the Dioocesan Gﬂl!dttoa.
| With sincere rezards, | T
_ : ol
Yours cerdially in Christ, “,i PS5

Pishop of Calgary i
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lw..l.l; Tennant, -
St. Mary's Rectory : _
Belseker, Alta, f

—~

‘Dear Father Tennang:-

As a presult of & mesting of the Diccesan Building

Committes and a discussion of the matter with the Bishop, he has asked o A
me to write you regarding the proposed sites of the church, and te ohtaln <
more definite opinions from yourself im the matter, G o

% S
Though the minutes of the parish meeting attended by 1008 of the - .. .
parishioners, submitted by you, indicated that the question of the site -
vas settled, it is apparent that this was not so. Since that time, b,
there have beon several delegations of factors provosing the new n‘lil g ks

site secing one or other members of the Dlocesan Building Committee, ~
including one delegation consisting of 3 Village Councillors, and one e
Mudcipal Councillor, and the presenting of a petition sigmed by 67 i,
parishioners residing in the town, g S
' i iy 4".’.."- ':E“_'.- "_~_
The information now required ist- ' AR St

-1k - #r’

- . PR, '-;‘4.--.-_ ‘vﬁ
1) What is your own personal @inion regarding the choice of the sits, “'M“
independent of any cont gt

2) Taking into consideration the Controversy that exists, and the astiem

of your own parish Building & Finance Committes, which is the best and '
visest site to choose? _ :

3) How muoch of the oppesition te the old site is dwe te the fact that the . 7
Village Councillors are Ppiqued becaunse the neighbors of the present site 1
voted to remain out of the Village and therefore out of the Jurisdiction

of the Village Couneil? (The Bishop is wondering if there is some other

factory meving these who are setting up objections to the presemt site.)

!mmu’ﬂuaqmumunauhtaw:mum-
ing a conclusion im this controversial matter.

With kind regards,







7a8 .
i .
!

February 2ith. 1954
/

Reverend Jos.LeFort
» Diocesan Building Coamittee,

sAlberta.

Reverend and Dear Father:
Would you kindly bring the following requests

and considerations to the attentiom of Diocesan Building CommitSes,
and also if nmsur{ to the attention of his Excellency the Bishop,as
soon as possible. I beleive it is quite urgent. _
The parishioners of this parish (at least those
interested in a new church at all) would like to start the cemastructiom
of their new church at once,making use of a maximum of wol labeur
As no doubt the members of the Diocesan Building Committee must knew.i
is very difficult to make arrangements with a contrastor whe is
to help in this way by using as much voluntary labour as possible.We have
been very fortunate in comtacting ome Nick Yurchevich (at present I bew :
leive,the comtractor of O.L.P.H. echurch in Calgary) who is willing te -
take on the work under these "voluntary labour consideratioms”., I thisk
he is known as one quite capable of this work.He has already met with owr o
Parish Building Conmittee and t.hg have already worked out many of the
details. We have also contacted Mr.FMrank Hilbert who is willing to help 82 -
us with supervision.He 1is also kmown as a good man at this and is doing g5
the same work for O.L.P.H. church. It would be v unfortunate for us S
loose the services of these two men by not being able to give them assure
ances at once that we will be permitted to go on with the wosk as soon as

ssible.
o Aceording to the Annual Report recently submitted
to the Chancery Office,we now have $52,356.52 (actually since the
with added donations,now $53,000,00).It is the opiniom of Mr.Yurchevieh
and our own men that we ¢an put up the building elosed in,with this
ammount. We are not asking to borrow any but I boloiu that from
there on,we ean finish everything in not too long a period ef time.
As to the savings in voluntary labour,I have oaly to refer to the year _
anumnprdmmmthebmdﬁommh_
Beiseker h.f.m as $5468.28.This bu.u.dl.:i was estimated by a h#ll'r T
contractor that time,with lower costs materials and labowr PR N
course,as a #10}3‘.60.& house. Of the $5468.28,less than a thoussnd | -

out

and much of the carpenter work in the rough can be done quite satisfastere |
ly by our own men,The brick work would be the main item in bringing ia . ‘b
' help, I might also add that the chairman of our own committes,J.Ny |
Sehmalts is not without some experience in building,having as a divi .
al trustee of the schodl division been responsible for the building il
mew schools and this fall his own family built a new §20,000,00 home. “ii
- There is no doubt t we can build the church and close it in with the £
funds we have on hand.

ks As to the building itself,we propose to follow ,'
the plans as outlined by the architects,Bates and |

-

Hodgzes and as taken ve







2
from the . sketch made so kindly by Father McGuiness. We have had

y with these architects as they seem %o be under the impression
amluduuthnnoyormbmwituthoummd’
estimate. They are not at all in favour of the "volun labowr”
idea and think it should be comtracted out-right. Of course this i
' utofthoqmstm.wcncwnuunmymbm:uu
within our means.However,we do propose to follow their plans

e
the lamimated arches,brick wall with cement blocks mm:;::l' ‘-.1.-1 t

g

the furnace room)forced hot water heating. Monsignor :
&htut sketches which I sent to him a short time ago. As teo the walls
of brick and cement blocks (or tile) the plans show that all the m'
rests on the laminated arches,as even an amateur like myself ean
see.Mr, Yurehevich has worked out all the needed materials and has had & ..
plan o} the heating system needed made bi an cndnuﬂ.yﬁl‘.h has hoon -
most helpful ,generous with his time and I have compléete confidence #m him,
It would be a terrible mistake to loose his services for the kind of work 4
we have in mind here. g i
As to the urgency of the matter,] might say that mew is the Y R
psychological time to make a move. The dispute regarding the two sites v
has pretty well died down. We now have the title to the new site andz i$ Ve |
is certain that any long delay will do no good.Besides,we are desperately .
in need of a church.The only reasom the parish has beem able to fumgtiem
] at all is due to the mild winter, + Ash Wednesday
first taste of a normal winter,I had to e aold bxken dowa fwrnaee
in the church at midnight,3 a.m.,5.00 a.m. and 7.00 a.m. to evem have
nﬂuuhh:l:“m:n:fm forth;opnm:hfLmtmmgm
exspet muc anyone. I am sure that Sunday Masses would
_3.14 weather. Retired

:
a

ities for the young people the country. We are now
functions as a Mission,Forty Hours and so on. This is not goed for a '
parish. I also beleive that the people here and there are many ef them
and I myself,deserve to have some th ced in ws. In a financial way,
a quick glance over the Diocesan Collections as reecemtly published shows
that we are certainly above average. -

If the aboc:;r-oponls do not meet with the approval of the :
Diocesan Building ttee,we will just have to build a cheaper stuceo
church or do something with the old wreck.The poimt I want to emphasisze,is
that we do need a church - now,or at least a dceant place to say mass.
A decision must be made at once must-be-made—at—ense. I humbly ask the b
members of the Diocesan Building Committee for every consideration help = '
and advice they can give. I think this should be a part of their respons- ;
ibilities and duties toeo. . -

Sincerely in Christ:

B T e e 3 e

&
-







Saint Mary's Church
Beiseker,Alberta.
February 27th. 1954

Reverend Joseph LeFort
Chancellor,Diocese of Calgary
CALGARY,Alberta.

: g

Reverend and Dear Father:
In reply to your letter regarding more information from my-
mylf for the consideration of his Excellency and the members of the Diocesan Bulld-
ing Committee,I will attempt to answer the inquiries in the same order as in your letter,
In my remsrks I will designate "the present site" as the land on which the church now
stands on the Western outskirts of the village of Beiseker, and "the new site”™ as that
proposed on the old school grounds to the East of the C.P.R.tracks and within the
village limits of Beiseker,
About tyo.years ago,when the question of building a new church on the new site
first came up,the proposition was simply ridiculous not because of the site itsqlf but
rether because of the price proposed for the land of the new site which then also in-
cluded the old school building,a price something in the neighborhood of ‘%EEQ%E‘EEi
It seemed to me then that the advocates of the new site were more interes : - -
ing a good transaction to benefit the Wheatlands School Division than really having the
welfare of the Church in mind., One of the ™boosters" for the new gite also being the
Divisional School Trustee did not help to allay suspicion as to the sincerity of the
proposition. I need not repeat that the deal then was simply ridiculous and had very
few supporters among the parishioners. However as time went on support for the new
site increased in proportion as the acquiring of the new site became more reascnable .
As I understand it now,the school division would turn the land over to the village for
frae,the village in turn selling it as the site for a new Catholic Church with ome of
the interested parishioners paying about $500,00. The old school building,I understand
is to be sold for $700.00 and torn down by the buyer for the lumber, I have been trying
to interest our local council of the Knights of Columbus in acquiring this old school
building for themselves and the parish to be used as a hall.
With this preamble finished,I will go on to answer the questions of your letter
ag well and sincerely as I can.
1.My own perscnal opinions regarding the two sites,independent of amny comtro-

versy:

Topographically (the lay of the land,appearance etc.),the present site is
without doubt,the better place. However,in my own mind and from a purely utilitarian
point of view,I must admit that I do favour the new site. I would have admitted this
right from the start if the proposition of acquiring the new site had not been in the
beginning and continued to be until just recently,as I said above 'u%xﬁ%‘.
But if Beiseker does expend or grow,any growth at all will be toward the hi,
awvay from the present site if the pattern of other small towns in Alberta is any
criterion. Also,being higher here and uneconomical for the present sewer and water
system to expand to any great degree in this direction,I do not beleive that there will
be any bufiding of homes in this neighborhood until all available space (and there is
plenty of it) within s the town and to the east and north is taken up, In the twelve
years I have been here only two elderly Catholic €ouples have built new homes near the
present site (to be near the church,it is true) while a dozen homes have been built by
Catholics to the east in the town,even by those who sdvocate building the church on the

\

present site. I do think that being near the school alsoc might have some advantages
im bringing a Catholic atmosphere to this public school where there are so many Cath-
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olic children. To me there seems more hope of making this school as Catholic as possible,
than establishing ourselves as a seperate unit,at least for the immediate future, Of course,
& church on the new site would be of greater convenience for more people. On a nice day,the
walk over to the present church from town does not seem like much of an effort,but with smew
or rain,mud and the wind which really has a good sweep across the wide open spaces on the
way over,and especially after dark with inadequate lighting,it is beyond the physical power s
of many. They are the poorer parishioners (without cars),and many elderly. For the most part,
the sixty-seven signers of the recent petition were sincere, Actually only four families,
seven adults and two small children,benefit from the proximity of the present church,Of 2
these,four individuals come to daily mass, If it were not for the rectory,starting out anéw
and from a practical standpoint,the new site would be the logical choice for a new chureh,
The rectory could be moved I think,for about $2000,00 with voluntary labour inecluding the
basement or foundation.Interested parties have also promised that this would be done without
any cash outlay by the parish,but it would still cost scmeone the above sum, In any case,th e
present property should be kept,not only because of the cemetery but in view of any w
future need for land. An option to purchase land across a road from the new site,recemtly
proposed as an alternative to Monsignor,is not practicable, '

: Teking the existing controversy into consideration,as your second question
suggests,is much more difficult to answer,as the "femdin' and a fightin' " is certainly more
of a personal nature,having existed for years fram North Dakota and could be,even back to
the days of Catherine,the great.About five or six of the old-timers keep it boiling, The
great majority of the people in the narish would like to see the matter of the church lo-
cation settled once and for all, If only the controversy were to be considered, just letting
things go and gradually repairing the old building to carry on sufficiently,would cause the .
lesst upheaval, But there is not much progress in this. And as I have said before this would
satisfy most of the advocates of the present site who are satisfied with the “status .quo™
and when the statement came out last summer for the building of a new church on this pre-
sent site, just sat back with the attitude ™now go ahead and build the church where we vanted
it all the time". The others,advocating the new site have ability,interest and know-how, '
Thus the town councillors,divisional school trustee,municipal councillor and the local scheol
board are all members of the parish and all "boosters™ of the new site,a rather formidable
array in our small public life, So,this time the decision of the Diocesan Building Committee
and his Excellency,will be accepted,undoubtly reluctantly by the "loosers"”,but nevertheless
accepted. No one will quit the church over it, I think this is the point,if the present site
is designated,we will have to be satisfied with something pretty mediocre....the new site
maybe something just a little better. As an example of the consequences of the econtroversy,
an intended marriage has come to naught,like to the Montague and Capulet incident,but with
the principals not having the determination nor the imagination of Romeo and Juliet,

Wﬁﬁw queation had me puzzled for a time,as there is no desire on the part of
‘ e ne

ghbours across the road from the present church and within the village limits,to
secede from the village proper or the jurisdiction of the village council. On the contrary,
they are very happy to remain in the village as it means the bringing of the water utilitie s
to theis homes ,even though it means considerable added expense, There has been no vote
held concerning this and no disagreement that I am aware of,between the neighbours of the
present church site and the village council as far as village business is concerned.This im-
pression may have been a result of the recent petition presented to Monsignor which naturally
those across the road from the present church did not sign. The land across the road from
our church has always been in the village and remains so.

I hope this letter in which I have attempted to give my views for what they are
worth,at some length will help in the solution of this really tiresome question,I might add
as a sort of postscript that I have not let my heart dictate the above opinions as the
"present site™ people are much easier to get along with and deep down inside I think,the

better Catholics,
Sincerely in Xto.: /
a &l
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OFFICE OF 0 |
SECRETARY-TREASURER Rl Y

~ BEISEKER, ALTA.
Mapch £, 1954

Very Reverend Monsignor Hetherington

Sacred leart Church iﬁgg: |
Calrary, \lberta ke |
|

Dear NMonsisnor Hetherington;

Further to the brief and survey placed before
yourself and your bu'lldin: cormittee by the Council of the
Village of PBelseler on February 23, 1954, The Council wishes
to express their appreciation for your time and the pleasant
interview rerardingz the finding of a satisfactory solution
to the church »roblem in Beiseker,

Realizing that the Monsignor has only the best
interests of the Church in mind, we as the public administrat<
ors of the Villn-e of Beiseker beg to point out.that we have
a very s=erious recrconsibilite to our ratepas » In the same
respact we have re Spons ¥ our and are attempt- .
ing to resolve the church location problem in the light of e
both the Church and the Village; as a whole the council is
composed of Catholic gzentlemens

As a village council we must consider the pre-
sent public debt of $I42,000,00 incurred through water and
sewagé anq a'ﬁbbuiitioﬁ"%f'?“little over 300 persons, This
debt 1s considered by the Provincial Government as a maximum
for a village of our size and assessment, The council must
nake every attempt to keep the villsge compact in order to
ray for present Improvements; 17 there were any extensive de-
velopmentslaterally from the village the cost of municipal
improvements and utilities would make them prohibitive for at
leass 30 years, At this point it should be noted that the
village has room for about 20 honses on the present water and
dewage lines and becauss of the lack of industr%es these vparcels
will De taken by either retired farmers qp families with childe
reﬂ%:%gﬁhg' s have alw=78 Rafthtained énvery high Catholic
Majorify and could well ne 1nflgqﬁgggﬂpy the school or the
church positions; most 1’:ely both, ‘ .y

e ——— T T S







\J\\‘\-P\GB‘E OF EiE;ls;l;‘(l;‘?

OFFICE OF
SECRETARY-TREASURER

2 BEISEKER, ALTA.
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Therefore, it would appear that with the present
church being on a secondary hizhway 200 yards from a railway :
crossing, and that the distance from the school being a quarter
of a mile from and through this area, and that further large exe'

penditures on the part of the village being unlikely, the village
coulg_pgquauelop_ﬁh;s area_further. The groups ment iohed aBSV%ﬁ'

could not be satisfled and would move on to th s has
haprened throuchout the cont MmNt when modern: convenTences have Fe

not been surnlied,

The village ecouncil 1is forced to take the stand 2
that the genaral Improvement to the village would be both
financially -nd spiritually attractive to future generations
-and as Catholie gentlemen we can then do no other than recommend
the new church slte; supporting the village survey completed G RS
and turned over to the council, The counc%& COTMENA A ABMOBR o
serious cons'deration than has beg Wi "L";%thngﬂt - even to
the—exfﬁﬂt“ﬁf*?ﬁﬁ?ﬁ3ﬁIﬁg"fﬁ? bG?ld?kg gfﬁ&pam for a yeer or twe
In the hope of finding a proper solution, ;

It mizht also be added hers that the council hsgs
been informed of the sale of the o0ld school bullding on the new
Site and that these three acres can be turned over to the Church
88 soon as 't pleases the Bishop to accept title,

L ‘ f

Youraqres
i.-/‘l
o
I c.c./ Mre F.C.Berke /I J

L.L.Schmaltz

ctfull_

Mayor
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GWLACE gt

OFFICE OF
SECRETARY-TREASURER

BEISEKER, ALTA.
March 30, 1954

Reve Joseph L. Le Fort - X
Secretary, Diccesan Rldg, Cormmittee R
910 7a St Nalls

Calgary, Alberte

Dear Father Le Yort: Re: NEW CHURCH SITE

- In accordance with a request made by Father
Tennant to advise your Diocesan Building Committee of the
cost to the Church and the cost to the individual regarding
the above mentioned site, the Council of the Village of .
Beiseker wishes to advise:

That regarding the latter the following persons
have made application to the councll for the purchase of the
new Church site ( Block S ): ‘

Messrs, £d Schwartzenberger
L.E.Fisher
Andrew Richter
Je.HeSchmaltz
Natt Sclmzltz
L.I.,Schmaltz
Val Scimaltz
Felix Hapgel
Adam Velier
Wed.Lavoie
The Conncil has agreed to sell the above land ab
a cost of 50,00 rer person to-a sum total of 4B00.O0

That regarding the former the above mentioned persons
have desicnafed that the title be made in the name of " Ee
R.0. Bishop of the Diocese of Calgary ", at no cost to the
Church,and for the express purpose of erectinz the new Beiseker
R.C. Church, a

The Council hopes that ther have been of assistance
in this matter and you may feel frees tc contact them ab any time.
for informatione

. 4 7 b /; ; i, g
I c.ce Toursy respectiuldy S5 oy < LA
Father Tennant ‘//. 7 : “ 43 g
y b N WJ,) %

»f A

- (ot 5 "
%y | laror , &b







1954

Illcv. AJE, Tennant,

St. &l‘,"l Mu”.
Belseker, Alta,

. Dear Father Tennantse

On June 14th, 1953, I wrete giving you
the dcc:ll:l.nn of the Diocesan Building Committee regn'dh. the
site of the new proposed church,

Since that time, nev iaformation has been made lﬂlhlﬂn
to the Diocesan Building Committe, which must have a bearing
on my present decision, Iwo official letters from the \"l.'lh._.
of Beiscker, have been receired, stating! -

1) that water and sewer would not be extended to tht old
church site, contrary to the previous mromtiol
provided;

2) that the cost of tie new site would be $500.00 and WOH
be donated by a group of ten men, without cost to the:
parish, The previous information indicated that this
- property would cost $10,000,00

In view of these circumstances, I hereby approve the new
lite as the location for the erection of the new church.

1 am well aware of the controversy that has exiated for
the past nine months in the parish, It is impossible to ) ; S
satisfy completely, both factors. Fer the good of all, I once X s
again appeal to every member of the parish for their ce-operatiom Rooge W f g
in this matter, so that the lomg delayed and sorely-meeded new
church can be umtmtad t-tuntely.

With sincere npm. v Tt A ué" _-“'“?;
Yours cordially in Glrigt;_, ’







 Mr, L.L. Schmalts, Mayer,
Village of Beiseker,
'.‘.*.l'. Alta.

. Dear Mr. Schmaltst-

' lovhhuthnkyndmlyformhm--‘
of March 30th, regarding the purchase price of the new site feor the
proposed church in Beiseker, and for the assurance that this preperty
will be obtained, without cest to the parish,

His Excellency today, has writtea his decision regarding the site, '
to Father Teannant.

VWith kind regards,
fincerely yours in Christ,

Secretary, Diecesan Bldg, Cesmittes
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///’ va Beiseker leerta.

Saint Mar Church

April 5th. 1954.

Most Reverend Francis P.Carroll D.D.
Bishop of Calgary,
Calgary,Alberta,

Your Excellency:

I received your letter regarding the Diocesan Building
Committee's consideration remeerning the information from the Village
of Beiseker on the sewer and water extension and the price and means of
acquiring the new site for a church in town. I have not as yet lido your
approval of the new site public thinking it better to wait for the trans-
fer of the land in question from the school division to the town to come
ﬁhrough which has not as yet been done although I understand that the
school division officials have approved of this transfer. Under the
circumstances,I do not see how any other decision could have been made
by the Diocesan Building Committee and yourself with the official oppos=-
ition the "old site" was receiving from Village,Municipal and School
elected councillors and trustees.

I will pledge myself to do my very best to overcome

the resentment that might arise on the part of the "old site facthon"
which I am hoping will disolve now. It might be well for the "R.C.
Bishop of the Diocese of Calgary" not to be 1n any hurry to accept

——t——s e an s A

title to the proparty of the new site until there is a real and sincere

attempt made now to work for and finance the new church.Acceptance of the

title will possibly put us in the position of paying taxes both to the







municipality on the present rectory and land (now ammounting to $220.00 a
year) and also to fhe village on the newly acquired property which with
its new and very important water and sewer might also be considerable. It
should spur them on to quickly see to it that a new church and the moving
of the rectory xkmxz takes precedence in their immediate plans.

On another note.....I have word from Father Thompson that the good lalil-
jans would be able to replace me for two Sundays after Easter (April 25th.&
May 2nd) and if you approve,I would like to take some holidays at that time.
It might do me good to get away from the '"social upheavals" of Beiseker,for
a spell. I would be back for Sunday May 9th. at the very latest.

Thanking you for your patience and consideration in this nasty business

of a church site, sincerely in Xto.:

A
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BEISEKER MOTORS, LTD.

¥

fees ]

- | e
P. SCHMALTZ & SONB g-

Massey-Harris Farm Implements - Canadian General Electric Appliances

PHONE RI1310 r
BEISEKER, ALTA.

June 29th., 1954,

The Moet Reverand Frances P. Carrol, e
Bishop of Calgary, jX
310- 7 A, Bt. N.W. ' Lt
Calgery, Alberta, &

Your Excellencvi-

A Group of us men from St. Mary's Parish - F
here at Selseker would 1llke to have an appointment with your '

. Excellency =2t an early date .in rezards the new bullding
B : site of our Proposed new Church,

i We are very sorry to bother you sbout this
matter, but as there 18 so much dissenion in the
parish at the present time, a number of the parish members
would wish to have this matter cleered up, the writer would
apperciate hearing from you soon, -

Yours very Si
or ik
Peter Schmaltz.

In behalf of 2 number of the
members of our Farish.

FORD CARS + MONARCH CARS FORD TRUCKS =+ FORD TRACTORS AND DEARBORN IMPLEMENTS
FORD'S ENGLISH BUILT PRODUCTS! :
ANGLIA AND PREFECT CARS - THAMES TRUCKS + FORDSON MAJOR TRACTORS AND IMPLEMENTS

" E L . r . P SRSt —






July 4, 1984

Nr. Peter lhltl,
Beiscker Motors led.,
Beiseker, Alta,

Pear Nr. Schamltsi-
I have received your lester of Jume 39th,

The dissension in the parish conceraning the aite of the asw
chureh is most disconraging. I find it dAffi to understaand
a Cathelie parish, with the fine record for religious fidelicy
manifested by the people of St. Mary's, Beiseker, yot vhe refise
to accept the interveation I have already ziven the matter,

Yeu may reeall that I was abked in 1953 for a decieion re-
garding the site, Having consideied the problem and obtained | .
the advice of our Jlocesan Suilding Committee, 1 wrete my decision ' 8
on june 14, 1953. Instead of accepting it, the perish committee frgd . 3
voted on it, = a rether reculiar precedure when oae ¢
that I wvas asked to decide,

2oy
Because it was then clalmed that the Uiocesan Ucemittes was o
dininformed or laeked information, I allewed the epening of the oot
mtter onge again, delegarions including doth sides of the question e
were received by the Diccesan Cowmittes. Comeiderable sorvespondence iRl %
.took place, petiticns were recelived, Fromlsss wore nade that my SN j
decision wonld be accepted, The Mocesan Cemmittee toek pains to 3 b
remain neutral and provide me with tie best advice for the welfare FRE
of the parish. I wrote sy second declsien on April lst, 1954, SN

Evidensly to judge from your letter that final decision has ‘
not been accepted, ,

Ged’'s blessing eamaot be giveam a parish which allows these things
h







- desinion which I

result, to break dewn tlu existi
have

zurbu-ruicntmu loyalty, even though you may dissgres
vith my decision. % _

mmmmmmwmuuu-u
end the sorry condition in yeuwr parish, g

r
i

e

July 9, 1954

Mr. Peter ld-lll.

l.gohr Moters, Led.,
Beiheker, Alta,

ear hr, Schmaltss-

1 have received your letter of
July 8th, I assure you it brought me great encourage-
ment net only in admiration of yowr spirit of sub.
mission but for the good of the parish, Your
agreement is ‘first indication of an end to the
problem which beset Belaeker parish far se long,

. 1 am m.tﬁt your objections to the decision -
regarding the church site are legASimate, Yet all

. of us, including wyself, have to in;at times, -
te the opinieus of others for th -goed, It
is only a wollhewhile person who can make such a
concession. "iiis is why God's blessing will be on
you and those Whom you influence.
With sincere appreciation, =0 e Pl
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St .Mary's Church
Beiseker,Alberta.
August 14th.1954.

Most Reverend Francis P.Carroll D.D.
Bishop of Calgary, : —
Calgary,Alberta. SN

Your Excellency:

I am enclosing a letter and report sent to Monsignor -
Hetherington regarding a financial survey and campaign for funds held
in the parish during the past weeks. I.trust the letter and the report
will be sélf-expianatory for you. However,if there is an? other 1nf9rma£ion!
you would require,I will give it. The report will give some indication . i
at least of the‘aituation,even though apparently one quarter of the parish i
still resent the change of site. I am in hopes that they may still come
around,even if only some of them.

Sincerely in Xto.: ' : I







SAINT MARY'S CHURCH August 4th. 1954
BEISEKER,ALBERTA.

FINANCIAL REPORT OF NEW CHURCH FUND following campaign for Cash

and Pledges (July 1954):

A. Cash on hand previous to calpdgn........................‘38,000.00

B. Cash pledged as per enclosed fOrf.cscscessssassssssnvscee Liyhil.00

C. Future pledges as per enclosed form...sssescvccsccscccace 36,601.00
TOTAL following Campaigni.eeceescssessssscscsscssssssssss 89,042.00

Information re the above figures:

A.tof the 38,000.00 previous to ;:ﬂdsn.nbout $20,000. results from
donations by parishioners to ding Fund since 1946.The remainder
comes from surplus funds of parish (mostly C.W.L. work and interest).

B.and C. The pledges were signed by 103 members of the gu-hh with 24
refusing,evidently in this v:i.prof.onm the site of the p sed
new church. Nob declared t he would not help onee the ¢ch
was started es ally as re s voluntary labour. Of the 24,I feel
certain that five or six would not donate no matter where the church
might be built.Also,on the other hand $6,500.00 in "A" above has come
from these 24 1ndivldmh.u»,thoro are about six others who are
donat through envelopes ammounting to about $300.00 a year but who
would sign no pledges.

The Parish committee is of the opinion that considerable saving
will result through voluntary labour especially excavating,hauling,
cement work etc.

It would also seem that the parish should raise at least $2000.
per year in extraordinary revenue.

In only one case,was grain in storage on a farm taken as a pledge.
The signed pledges are available for perusal at any time.







SAINT MARY'S PARISH CAMPAIGN-BEISEKER ALTA. Date: 1954

-

NAME:

ADDRESS:

As an act of the Love of God and in honor of the Assumption
of Our Blessed Lady,and in consideration of the gifts given for the
erection of a new Catholic Church in Beiseker,I hereby subscribe
what I beleive to be my share of this duty:

THE SUM OF:

/100 DOLLARS

in cash/bonds immediatfly upon the beginning of building of said

church.
and/or
THE SUM OF:
/100 DOLLARS
at the rate of § per month/year for a period of
months/years
and/or :
bushels of as soon as this could be reasonably
marketed.
SIGNED BY: CANVASSER:

vvvvvvv LR I B B O R BT I I I I O R R O I DA I O T I B B I I B O R R B B I O B BB A

A REMINDER TO:
NAME:

of your promised contribution to the Building Fund of Saint Mary's
New Church

CASH at beginning of construction: §

PROMISE of $ at the rate of § per year/month

for months/years. ("™New Church" side of Sunday envelopes may be used)

AMMOUNT bushels of as soon as this could be reasonably
marketed.
DATE 1954 CANVASSER:

Make cheques payable to SAINT MARY'S NEW CHURCH FUND.

Official receipts will be given when requested through St.Mary's R.C.
Parish by the parish priest.

This is not a promissory note.

.8

.







Saint Mary's Church,
~ Beiseker,Alberta.

Right Reverend A.J.Hetherington V.G.
Sacred Heart Church,
Calgary,Alberta.

/.he tabomate &, flu'-.L/,.-
Dear Monsignor: g

: Enclosed you will find a detailed account of the prospects

of the Beiseker New Church Fund following a survey of the financial
possibilities made during the past month,together with a blank form used as

a pled%e durin§dinis.samnﬁigp- Of course,of necessity,this took into con-
sideration bu ng on the proposed ggu}pinp. If the result is sufficient

to warrant beginning the construction of the church we had in mind (I am

- >sending thg,}.ﬁﬁgt sketches under seperate cover),I must leave %o the better-

judgement o yourself,hismﬁxcellency and the Diocesan Building Committee.Once
the building 1is started,all opposition to the change of sites might dis-
appear and help from the reluctant may be forthcoming.ﬂowevor,uith the

attitude of the people here being as unpredictable as it is unreasonable,

I would not venture to give a guarantee. The best solution might be to

permit the building of the church to proceed as far na_gggdxnnggdgo,and then
_ Eo out after more money. I feel certain that we would get plenty of voluntary

abour as far as this kind of halg could go.

In the report,you will notice that 2”@% any pledge,f
likely for the reason given. As a matter of fact,some made ere business §
to get ahead of the canvassers to dissuade others from considering the .
donations or pledges. The big trouble with the ones favorin the present site §
is that they insist on advocating repairing the old church.It is this nega- *
tive attitude on their part which has done their own cause the most harm.I
have repeatedly told them that repairing the old building is the one thing
which both the Diocesan Building Committee and his Excellency refuse to per-
mit .But theyafersist in belﬁﬁ*in% that a failure in raising funds will bring
about eventually the fixing up of the old building. Two or three have gome
to the extremity of refusing any help to the church through the Sunday
collections and even opposing the work of the C.W.L. etc. I guess this
nstarvation method" was used in the old days but is almost of negligible
effect now,outside of not maki:i things any easier. ]

Contrary to what might be thought,I have certainly done best.
And I do not think it necessary to go into the many ramifications of t} |
parish dispute based mostly on personal grudges and jealdkios even to the
extent of an attempt being made to have one man fired from his positien with
a grain company,and other such like actions.I worked hard and spent much time
on the enclosed report and if it is considered a failure,l am at a loes to -
know what other angle from which one might attack the problem. If an th
information is needed,I will only be too glad to give t.In passing, -1€=F
mention that there was quite a hail storm through here the other day which
did not seem to respect opinions on the site of the church.

It seems evident that I will have toO struggle through another
winter no matter what;with the old building and the worn out heating 1 89
system but this can be done with a few minor repairs the cost of which I'11
keep to a minimum. R .

—-—d
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I am sorry to have to bother you again with this but I have
wanted to make some progress in spite of the difficulties and this
method seemed to be about the best. I want to thank you in advance
for your help and advice.

Sincerely in Xto.:

P

I am sending a coﬁ; of this letter and also the report on the
parish campaign to his Excellency,the Bishop.







Saint Mary's Church,
Beiseker,Alberta.
kux Sep. 2nd. 1954

Right Reverend A.J.Hetherington V.G.
Sacred Heart Church,
Calgary,Alberta.

Dear Monsignor: - :
I had a recent letter from Father Le Fort as secretary of

the Diocesan Building Committee,asking me to inform you as the approxinnto-

"cost of a church built according to the plans I submitted with the finan-

cial survey of cash and promises in the parish.

I had a visit with Mr.Bates,the architeét, and talked over
the cost of such a building according to the sketches. His estimate of
such a bulding of aolid brick construction would be 3109 000.00 which is

B e, talaad

considerable more than our financial prospects as shown in the report I
sent to you of $80,0h2,go. However,the potential of the parish is better
than that,as I had stated in the report about one quarter of the parish’
was not included.It is hard to figure out just what can be saved by do=-
nated voluntary laﬁour of which we would have plenty of that kind of help,
as far as excavating,hauling of material and cement work is concerncﬂ,@% _
Nevertheless,I beléﬁke it will be necessary to cut down on the cost oithﬁrt
by not completing the whole building or making it smaller (it really 1!“*?
plenty large in my opinion),or we will just have to modify.ﬁ plans or f*»
get in more money. i

In the meantime,I can fix up the furnace in the old building;}%f

.

(without cost ),so at least things will not be any worse than last winter.

BT A RN W A







2

iIt_Iay be the better course then,Monsignor,to postpone the consideration of
the plans I sent in until I see if we can present something of less cost but
along the same lines,unless you think it might be possible to handle the
present plans with sufficient voluntary labour. A

I am enclosing a circular on the "Textured Facing Tile" and was wondering

what your opinion and that of the Building Committee might be on this as

building material. According to the Crown Lumber Co.,there would be a saving:

of $26.09 per 100 sq. feet (sh?ped to Beiseker) over brick and of course the
labour with these would also be less than brick. I thought I would ask you

what you think of it.

Sincerely in Xto.:







Saint Mary's Church
Beiseker,Alberta.
February 24th. 1954.

Reverend Jos.LeFort : |
Scy. Diocesan Building Committee,
: .

Calgary,Alberta.

Would you kindly bring the following requests
and considerations to the attention of the Diocesan Building Committee,
and also if necessary to the attention of his Excellency the Bishop,as
soon as possible. I beleive it is quite urgent. ‘

The parishioners of this parish (at least those
interested in a new church at all) would like to start the construction
of their new church at once,making use of a maximum of voluntary labour,
As no doubt the members of the Diocesan Building Committee must know,it
is very difficult to make arrangements with a contractor who is will
to help in this way by using as much voluntary labour as possible.We have
been very fortunate in contacting one Nick Yurcheviech (at present -I be-
leive,the contractor of 0.L.P.H. church in Calgary) who is willing to
take on the work under these "voluntary labour considerations”, I think
he is known as one quite capable of this work.He has already met with our
Parish Building Committee and they have already worked out many of the
details. We have also contacted Mr.Frank Hilbert who is willing to help
us with supervision.He is also known as a good man at this and is doing
the same work for 0.L.P.H. church. It would be very unfortunate for us to
loose the services of these two men by not being able to give them assure
ancaabib once that we will be permitted to g0 on with the work as soen as
possible.

Reverend and Dear Father:

According to the Annual Report recently submitted
to the Chancery Office,we now have 52,356.52 (actually since the report
with added donations,now $53,000,00).It is the opinion of Mr.Yurchevich
and our own men that we can put up the building closed in,with this
ammount. We are not asking to borrow any money but I beleive that from
there on,we can finish everything in not too long a period of time,

As to the savings in voluntary labour,I have only to refer to the year
1944 when in the report of that year the buiding of the new rectory in
Beiseker is given as $5468.28,.This building was estimated by a C
contractor at that time,with lower costs of materials and labour o 5
course,as being a $10,000.00 house. Of the $5468.28,1ess than a the d
dollars was paid out for labour.We figure that all the hauling,c WO
and much of the carpenter work in the rough, can be done quite satisfacter-
ly by our own men.The brick work would be the main item in bringing im
outside help. I might also add that the chairman of our own comnittee,JH.
Schmaltz is not without some experience in building,having as a division-
al trustee of the schoal division been responsible for the building of
new schools and only this fall his own family built a new $20,000,00 home.
There is no doubt that we can build the church and close it in with the: :
‘funds we have on hand, :

_ kix As to the building itself,we propose to follow '
the plans as outlined Py the architects,Bates and Hodges and ag taken
T T Tl e —_——
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2 . ‘2.
~ from the original sketch made so kindly by Father McGuiness. We have had :
' difficulty with these architects as they seem to be under the impressiom .
that we are loaded with money or can borrow it to the total ammount of
their estimate. They are not at all in favour of the "voluntary labour® - .
idea and think it should be contracted out-right. Of course this is Wy
simply out of the question. We are tryin to save money and build a nice .
church within our means.However,we do propose to follow their plans with ' .
the laminated arches,brick wall with cement blocks inside,no basement(omly
for the furnace room),forced hot water heating. Monsignor Hetherington has.
the latest sketches which I sent to him a short tihme ago. As to the walls
of brick and cement blocks (or tile) the plans show that all the weight
rests on the laminated arches,as even an amateur like myself can plainly

see.Mr.Yurehevich has worked out all the needed materials and has had &
plan of the heating system needed, made by an engkneering firm.He has
most helpful,generous with his time and { have complete confidence
It would be a terrible mistake to loose his services for the kind o
we have in mind here. :

As to the urgency of the matter,I might say that now is the
psychological time to make a move. The dispute regarding the two sites
has pretty well died down. We now have the title to the new site andx it
is certain that any long delay will do no good.Besides,we are desperately
in need of a church.The only reason the parish has been able to function
Mrmally at all is due to the mild winter,so far. Ash Wednesday being our
first taste of a normal winter,I had to visit the old bmken down furnace
in the church at midnight,3 a.m.,5.00 a.m. and 7.00 a.m. to even have the
building half warm enough for the opening of Lent and Mass. I think thia
is exepcting too much of anyone. I am sure that many Sunday Masses would
have been impossible only for the saving grace of mild weather. Retired
couples have moved to Calgary for religious reasons. This may be very fine
for the city parishes but should our policy be the disintefratian of the |
rural parishes? This is happening fast enough through the lack of opportun-
ities for the young people in the country. We are now unable to hold such .
functions as a Mission,Forty Hours and so on. This is not good for a ' :
parish., I also beleive that the good people here and there are many of them
and I myself,deserve to have some faith placed in us. In a financial way,

a quick glance over the Diocesan Collections as recently published shows
that we are certainly above average.

If the above proposals do not meet with the approval of the
Diocesan Building Committee,we will just have to build a cheaper stucco
church or do something with the old wreck.The point I want to emphasize,is
that we do need a church - now,or at least a dtent place to say mass.

A decision must be made at once. « I humbly ask .the
members of the Diocesan Building Committee for every consideration,help

and advice they can give. I think this should be a part of their respons-
ibilities and duties too.

£ work '

Sincerely in Christ:

ATYE— AR
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Dear Father McOreevy:-

I have received your letter of November
18th, in which you ask permission te borrow $10,000 fwew the |
Royal Benk in order to complete the construction of gthe new
ehurch sufficiently to use is, 2 :
When pormission was granted to nrogeed with the erection’ ;
of the church, it vas stipulated that comstruetion gould pro- !
ceed only to the limit of rhe funds on hand, ¥his mw
is based on the principle, laid down Wy the 1w of tim S :
which 1 caonot change, that in the financial adminstra ‘ ;
of a diocese, debts wust be avoided which cannot be di )
vithin a short period of time. o

1 know everyone does not agree with tnis principle., It _
is argued that future generatiens should bear some of the cost, -
Yet the bitter experience of parishes and diocesesl - debt
manifests its worth. A parish or diccese canmet do its it
work, for which it primarily exists, if it wust spend al
euergies on discharging finaucial obligations, ‘¥t is fdr bor
for future zencrations to benefit spiritually from the m _
of the present than to be occupied in payiag debts, ALl

great and fameus churches wers as they could be paid for, . . i
Somecimes many years passed, before they were completed. But whem. ' & .
‘campleted they were free from debe, - : TR 3 A

Your request issures we that this loaa will allov yeu to usd ot D g
the church, and will provide the parishieners with a properly-heased’ =
ciurch, even though its interior and furnishings will be incomplete. . .
Further, you are that the loam can be repaid within the next L T
two or three yea Canen Law asks morc, manmcly, that a loan be . A
- amortised, that #:t_a definite amount be paid.gn the capital, '« .
: » each year. ‘ o

Thesc assurances, along with the faot, that the pirishioness _
«mm.mmmmqnmutm
and in voluntary labor and that this sealous iantepest will cont
Gllov me to grant you the permission and to emdorse yows losnt by th
Piocese. “You may, therefore, borrow 000 frem the Royal Bi
4% futervest. I enclose the mose duly endoreed, =

b incurred until this Joan is taken care of.,

Kindly ask the Bank to forvard to ms, & meathly statement of -

lean, as is done in all borvevings endorsed by the diocens. . /. .
With sincers good wvishes for your contimmed sucoeas,

. Bishop of M'ﬂ







Since it is alleged, (although no records exist in the
diocese as proof) that the Church of the Assumption B.MY,,
situated in S.E.7 4.13.28,26 W.4, Beiseker, was blessed in _ 4 :
solemn form by the Most Rev, k. Legal, O.M.I,, of St., Albert Ty
or his delegate, sometime between the years 1908 and 1913 o
and since according to canen 1170, a church cannot be employed : P N
iy S fer any other puppose than ecclesiastical umtil an act of G T e

WA  reduetion is issued by the Bishop, therefore, because the R Tt "“"
i SR aforesaid Church is nc longer required as a church, and by =,

¥ (A virtue of canen 1187, it is, by this letter, declared un- 2, LAARER *gq
e 4 - servicable ecclesiastically and permission is granted to place W S
R Tl it "in wsum profamum non sordidum”, provided all church 5 b 5

£
S

symbols and furniture, such as altars, the Way of the Crosses, AT
 hely water fouts, crosses, etc., are removed. % Sl
. Further im accerdance with canon 1187, tlie appurtenances -

- of the parish chureh of the Assumption B.M.V., Beiseker, in-

cluding the title and baptismal font, which hitherte belonged

to the above-named church and hereby transferred to the new

church, sitwated in Blk. § Beiseker, Plan 8292 C.H,, which will

be solemnly blessed in due course. '

Bishop of Calgary

 Ghancellor - | - S o

Tl Rt e ol
ST B

Givem at Calgary on the 30th day of Jamuary 1956,

o iy %;
- >
are Sl Lo
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lhDuld begin no%t later than 8 o'clock. The blessing of the church, if

church and then berrow fer the pews.

'mt, Nev furniture and furnishings can come later,

March 1%th, 1956

« M, MeOreevy, velpaen o TR
« Mary's Rectory, 1
Beiseker, Alberta. <
: : _ Phgt
Dear Father McOreevy:- _ : ' i oy

I have received your letter of March 2eh. tu'--'
you for amnu Mra. Leyton's requesat for Acme.

You ean have permission fer afterncon Mass en Jump 28th, m it

it is done with proper decorum and singing will take a full half-hewr,
Hence if you ar2 going to begin the ceremony at 1380 Pel,, it will hln
to begin on time or eveu sarlier,

You have dona well in finaneing the new church. PRut I do net like u‘ ‘*
grant the permission you seek to spend $7000 on pews paying for them by & ":’_k"
special effort yet leaving a probable debt of $10,000, original pare :
mission granted the Beiseker parish was that they could 1d te the ll.hf
of their funds, They have hard pressed me beyond that, and im
every other permission I have given them, fou are not familiar with the lew
contest te get the ehurch started, the delegations, and omn\-doh.nh-. "*”, T
ete, I think they should abide by some of my decisions. DA G o

To completely furnish a church oven vhen furnishings are ;
leave a debt is physchologically wrong, 1 have yet to see §

-have had some outstanding examples of it in-this diocese, mn'um m

headaches to cveryone but the people tluno.lm.

‘The only reason r.ho people wan . pews are thst.thy-ul 'onhamﬁo
interdor® and give "proper seating",” Proper seating may be a reason, but - pri o

" hancing the interior is mot, They have the new church (vith a ubt) They P

have old pews which will serve them until they pay for the church,

Just as soon as you put in the new pews, the debt will be forgotten. Yom
vill have to keep harping, etc. It is the same as St. Patrick's, Lethbridge -
putting in stained glass windows - paid for by individuals - without paying
for the frames of the church which hold them. Yet the donors of the windows,
and the pews alse, will regard themselves as free from all further obligations =
Let future generations do the job, It is mer nﬂltouyl’wthm faiy X
and let future generations buy the pews, And &% would be more logical, and
in a ssnse, honest, to make a real effort now €9 clear off the debt nﬁg

mmmmofnﬂn;hrmmmwm“hd
next sunmer,

For these reasons, I do net like to grant the permission. It is not Dew
molbmt:hﬁhhohrhumdmatmmdnm wu“,_:
meet the debt. It is because the 4s upside don lt s lik

Ivpovt torcammevish Jures

’ '
lun as possible, and I will be ready to permit further borro\dn‘ for new pn
it - *Yours oordnlly in Christ,
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DEQLASATION

I, the undersigned Bishop of Calgary, declare that on
Wednesday, July 4th, 1956, the fourth feria after the 6th
Sunday after Pentecost, in the presemce ol Rt, Rev, J.35, Mﬂl.l'.n.
Dean of Calgary, Very Rev. J.Q, Killen, Dean of Lethbridge, Very
Rev, R, Letman, Dean of Drumheller, Revs, A, Tesmant, pastor,
M. Nolresvy, administrator "pro tem® of the rerish, other merbers
of the clergy and 3 largs congregation of the laity, hloud with
the "Ritus Benadicendi Yovam Feclesian® from ths Roman Ritunl {Tit,
VIII Cap. XXVII) the church sitiated on Block S in the villagze of
Beiseker, under the title of the Aseumption of the Plessad Vh‘r"ln
Mary, the feast of whish oceurs, in the univereal calerier, on
August 15¢h,

In testinmony whoresf, T have cansed this declaration 4c be
written in dupliéate, of which one copy is to he kept in the
parish archives amd 4%e other 4n the diocecan chaneery,

L APl e
ﬂ“‘lff,}:b/ Bishov of Calzary

Chancellor
Dated at Calgary on the Sth day of July 1955,

ot f
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ERECTION OF WAY OF CROSS
PETITION:
winast Ruv. Dnaresia B Conrally
by w8 Tavornt ...

Pastor/Superior/Superioress

.Lf}?zazm ah Claoneths

me of Church/Chupet

riaekor, Oban. .............. |

CONSENT in writing given by

(Name of Ordinary)
(o. o,u ‘.:Il.l) llllllllllll
fiodl. 12.,./956...........
(Date) :

DECREE OF ERECTION issued by

EXECUTION OF DECREE by

.. AefTorlnss 39, (95b.....

(Date)







TELEPHONE 447171

ALFRED W. HODGES. FRLBA. M.RALE.
MAXWELL BATES wmraic M. insr. mA.

ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS

BIIA SEVENTEENTH AVENUE 8. W

CALGARY - ALBERTA

October I9th. 1956

‘the .leverend A.E.Tennant,
Saint Mary's Church, ; -
Beiseker, aAlberta.

Dear Fr. "“'ennant,
hew Church at seiseker

It wue interesting to see how work at the above had
been carried out. Un the whole the job seems to have been well done,
especially the interior which looks very nice. the extarid&r seems
quite good except for certain alterations to the touer. it was
interesting to hear that the Church is now practically free of debt.

tou will remember tuat slightly under half of our
account hus been puid. In your letter of June 24th.1955 you mention
an undersianding that furiher adjustment regarding our fees will
be made il necessary upon the completion of the Church.

A8 we understend it you wished to tuke the large
reduction in cost,due to volunteer labour,into account and base our
fees on this reducea cost. cur fees,however, are bused on what
work would cost when built by a contractor using professional
trades and ;aying standard wages. There is the same amount of work
for us in either cuse.

In doing sketches for the Church you will remember
that a nwiber of sclenes and revisions were necessary before the
final sketches were prepared. (/e never object to this, and are always
willinz to do as many schemes as are necessary at this stage. On the
other hand we expect to be paid the 1.2% fee which is the minimum
allowed by "he Alberta issociation of architects.

However, in order to clear this matter up quickly
and saticfactorily, we will be willing to buse our fees on $90,000,00
instead of our estirated cost of $109,000,00 thus allowing some
$19000.00 voluntary labour.

Our outstanding fee would then be:
E2RE AL 1§50 000500 5 husssonsonnssisnnnheisansvsset FI080.00
Boceived On 8000UNE sesssossvossssssvssensssessns 600,00

Balance du.e LI L B R B I I B I N I I N I I A R i 450.00
Trusting that you will find this arrangement satisfactory.

Yours very truly,

nA”/ M







Susceptis precibus ab Exc.mo ac Rev.mo Ordinario
Calgariensi rite commendatis quibus Patricius HAGEL et Mar-
garita MILLER, catholici parceciae Sanctae Mariae, Beiseker, -
Alberta, in diocecesi Calgariensi, matrimonium inter se ecn~
trahere cupientes, humillime petunt dispensationem super im-
pedimento consanguinitatis in secundo lineae collateralis
gradu ob periculum incestuosi oconcubinatus et angustiam loei;

Omnibus ad rem fecientibus debite perpensis et gra-
vibus rationibus ad gratiam consequendam mature consideratis:

Vigore facultatum specialium Nobis ad Apostolica
SBede concessarum, dispensationem de qua precibus benigne oon-
cedimus in ordine ad matrimonium valide et licite contrahen-
dum.

Servatis in reliquo ommibus de iure servandis.

Datum Ottavae, ex aedidus Delegationis Apostoliocae,
die 1 jJunii 1963. :

+<%’°

Dologntfu Apostolicus.







ST. MARY'S CHURCH
BOX 95
BEISEKER, ALBERTA

March 23rd, 1965.

Most Rev. Francis P. Carroll, D.D.,
Bishop of Calgary,

910 - 7A St. N.W.,

Calgary, Alberta

Your Excellency:-

I hereby request permission to BINATE
on the following occasions:=-
l. When a funeral or marriage takes place so that I can
retain the parish Mass. ,
2. On First Friday's of the Month. (Approximately 50 attend
both the morning and afternoon Mass.)

In regard to TRINATION, my only purpose for this
faculty is to say a third Mass at the Mission of Swalwell.
In conscience, I do not feel that there is a valid reason
for this permission any longer. The situation there is
as follows:-

Out of 11 possible family units who might attend, this is
their situation:-
1. Young couple with one child - one or other attends regularly.
2. Young women married to Prot. - one child - always attends
Three Hills.
3, Family - 2 children - rare attendance by wife - selling out.
4, Family - 1 child - never attend. Child attends at Three Hills
5. Portuguese Family - attend rarely - moving soon - on Railway
Section. :
6. A widow - mainstay of Mission - sold out and moving end of month.
7. Young couple - 2 children - prefer to attend Three Hills. '
8. Young couple - 5 children - prefera to attend Three Hills :
9. 0ld couple - 1 adult child - mid-way between Swalwell & Beiseker.
10. Old Couple -.2 school age & 2 adult children - just as easy
: to come to Beiseker. e g AR
11. 0ld Couple - no.children - can just as easily come to Beiseker, . .

The town of Swalwell itself is becoming a ghost town. The =~
Hotel (and Bar) have been closed for over two years. The school’ .
is closed and children vanned to Acme. The Station was closed
over a year ago. The United Church closed this winter. The ¢
owners of the one and only grocery store are trying to sell, but]
will not be able to. They are closing up soon because they are
loesing money on it.







. ST. MARY'S CHURCH
3 BOX 95
BEISEKER, ALBERTA

-de

This is the situation at Swalwell, YourExcellency,
and the people themselves are resigned to the fact that
the Church will be closed soon. In fact, they have
registered surprise that it was allowed to stay open as
long as it has.

One reason it has been necessary to go to Swalwell
is the fact that the Church at Three Hills could not
accommodate any more than the Three Hill people themselves.
They are in the process of building and hope to be
completed by taster.

Therefore, Your Excellency, with your permission
I would like to close Swalwell Mission. Also I would
like your permission to TRINATE so as to say Mass thers
until such time as the Three Hill Church is opened and
then will be able to accommodate those who would go there
from Swalwell. It is 12 miles from Swalwell to Three
Hills. And several of the families belonging to Swalwell
are much closer than that to Three Hills and living next
to the Hard Top, making their trip to Three Hills easier
than over gravel to Swalwell.

I hope I haven't confused y0u'with the length and
detail of this letter, but I wished to give you the exact
situation as it is at Swalwell.

I hope this letter finds you in good health, Your
Excellency. I have found that country life is the best
thing for good health. It is a chore to go into the
city now.

With kind personal rﬁgaras,

Respectfully yours in Christ,

.90 Vonduek

Pastor.
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Yours cordially in Chriat, Pal




PROYINCIAL ARCHIVES
OF ALBERTA

ACC. 72./30




. ST. MARY'S CHURCH
BOX 95
BEISEKER, ALBERTA

July 28th, 1965

Most Rev. Francis P. Carroll, D.0.,

Bishop of Calgary, . |
910 - 7A St. N.W., !
Calgary, Alberta, '

Re: Swalwell Church

Your Excellency:-

This letter is long over-due, Your Excellency,
to inform you of the closing of the Swalwell Church. I
said the last Mass there on Sunday, May 23rd.

(23

There wae no comments or regrets since the closure.
In fact, it seemed to me that the few families there
were too happy over its closure. Of the three families
most closely affected by the closing of the Swalwell Church,
two preferred going to Three Hills, as they has a paved read
all the way to the Church, whareas coming to Swalwell meant
3% miles of gravel. (They realize, even though they attend
Three Hills, that they belong to Beiseker Parish). The other
families find no difficulty in coming to Beiseker as they were
located mid-way between Seiseker and Swalwell and had come to
Beiseker every second Sunday anyway.

The sale of the Church is presenting somewhat of a problem,
I had several interested in buying - former parishionsrs - but
on ineestigation, they discoverea that the moving of the build-
ing would be costly due to the number of power lines, telephone
lines, etc., which would need cutting. The only solutipn may be
to sell it for the lumber that is in it - which of cource means
at a much reduced price. I was offered $500.00 for the building
if it could have been moved - which would have been a good price.
But as lumber, I am sure I couldn't get much more than $100.00, if
that much. Howerver, if any of these deals had gone through, I
would have asked your permission and reduction of the Church first,
I have disposed of a few articles, such as fuel tank, and furnance
burner.

As for the rest of the furnishings, the altars, etc., are not:
really worthy trying to sell and ]I am going to burn them., The '
pews might be used as a temporary seating for some small church,
although they are not in good shape. The vestments were old and
dirty and I don't think even an Indian Mission would want them,

I am keeping them in storage in case someone may want them later.

I hope the above meets with your approval, Your Excellency.
Wishing you good health and survival through this "heat-wave" of
ours, b

Respectfully yours in Christ,

Q. 9. Vsirhrrek
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Rev. D. Vorabwouk
Bex 98
Beissher, Alberta

Dear Father Vermbrook:

Thank you for your letter of July 20th. It 4s good that g Lo
you have succeeded in reaching a decisien on the d.t-d ; .
the Swalwel]l church with se little difficuity. Teo preveat
future difficulties, the quicher you dispose of the church,
the botter, evem if you have to do so at a less.

The new boundary between Edmomtom and Calgary dioceses,

promulgated last Sumnday by Archbishop Jordan dees mot effect
the boundaries of your parish. Swalwel]l statiom is still .
within the diccese by about 6 miles. The old diocesam ¥ .
boundary continues in this area. :

Is there & Catholic cemstery at Swalwell?

1 heard enly this merning from the Seminary regardiag
Gerald laveie. The veotor said that he was writing him. He
had enly Beischer as an address. Probably he will have his

seminary acoceptance hy mow,
Kind regards,

Yours cordially ia Christ,







Diocese of Galgary

BISHOP'S OFFICE

. TELEPHONE: 219-18th AVE. S.M.
. (403) 263-337) : CALGARY 3, ALBERTA
iy : CANADA

BEISEKER SCHOOL

COrraspondenco covering the attempt to set up a Separate School
District in an area covering two school distriocts but recently
consolidated - Beiseker and Odessa. Beiseker had a Catholic minority,
Odessa a Catholic majority.

Various correspondence between Dept. of Education, parishionors. Father
Michael McQuaid] etc. and Bishop Kidd, Archbishop O'leary, M. O'Brien,
Tighe,KC.

The proposal was examined duri g a period of sbout four years and
was finally dropped.
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