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Thunderchild Ind.Res.School,
— Delmas.Sask.

Le 22 Feurier 1938

llon Réveérend Pére,

-

J'ai regu votre letire au sujet des Fréres Convers Polonais & placer
dans les €coles indiennes pour remplacer les laiquea.

Je dois dire que ces Fréres devraient loger & 1'école et consequemr
-ment n'auraient pas de vie commune religieuse ou en suraient tres peu.

De. plus,ils seraient en contact continuel avec les Soeurs et avec les
filles de 1'dcole et le Principal ne pourrait pas les surveiller,ce qui
serait un danger pour eux.

J'ai d€ja eu acsez de trouble l'an dernier avec 2 Peres d'iei au
sujet de fréquentations avec les filles de l'école et avec un Fére sympa-
-thisant trop fortement avec une Soeur.J'ai méme du employer des menzces.
Cette ennée,cela va mieux,bien que je sois obligé de temps en temps de
lancer quelque pointe en public pour arreter de nouvelles fréquentations.
I1 n'y a pas plue de 3 mois,la Sceur Supérieure a du changer d'emploi
une de ses Soeurs,pour ne point donner occasion 2 cette Soeur de rencontrer
un Pére.5i ces Fréres Convers etaiant témoins de ces petites sympathies,
n'en seraient-ils point inelinés & faire la méme chose’

Le plus,les Soeurs de seraient point rassurdes de voir des Freres
loger 8 1'école.Certaines d'entre elles comnaissent le ces du Frére Germain
qui,au Lac d'Oignon,a failli débaucher une Sosur en Novenbre dernier.Cette
Soeur est ici meintenant,ayant &té emende par 1'Assistante Générale.

Pour ces diverses raisone, je ne pense pas qu'il soit prudent d'avoir
des Freres Convers & 1'écolecde Delmas.Bn tout cas, pour ma part je. ne
pourrais ni ne voudrais prendre sucune responeabilite de ces Freres.
Teuillez sgrésr,mon Révérend Pére,mes saluts,

S
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L.J.Co et M.Iu Delms, '851{.
Ier Avril. 1938,

Révérend Pére U. Langlois, Prov. O.M.I.
Maison Provinciale
Edmonton, Alta.

Mon Révéfend Pére,

Je me décide enfin a vous donner nigne de vie. Ici tout
le monde va bien, et la bonne humeur est la régle générale . Doncrew
4 signaler de ce coté-la.

Quant aux Missions? La Mission de Sweet-Crass va tres
bien; les gens viennent bien aux offices,et se sont montré vaillants
pendant les grands froids de l'hiver. lLa Mission de Poundmaker va
moins bien; non pas que les gens ne vinssent moins aux offices,car
eux aussi ne manquent guére de venir 4 1'Bglise; mais il y a une si
pauvre Eglise; eux aussi voudraient prier sur de la beaute. et avoir
comme & Sweet-Brass une petite Pglise qui W snviterait a prier.

C'est donc de cette Eglise que Jje voudrais vous parler.
Avec la permbssion du Pere Supérisur j'ai fait faire l'estimé de la
nouvelle église par lons. Dupont et 1l'ai ensuite fait donné le prix
entier de la bétisse par une Compagnie de bois de Paynton. Il s'agit
d'une Maisén-chapelle sur le méme plan que celle de Sweet-Grass;elle
sera sans doite plus petite et coutera par conaequent moins.

Je vous envoie les dimensions ainsi gue l'estimé tel que
Jelps ai regus de la Compagnie.

1) Dimensions: longueur de 1'egliae 40 pieds.
largeur " o T
hauteur( les cotés) : I2 "¢
longueur de l'annexe:-i6-pieds-de~-large: 20 Qéw&
larheur :16 pieds.
N.B. L'annexe sera divieé en trois parties: office,
champre et cuisine.
II)l'estimé: pour le matériel de construction:I30C piastres.
; pour le salaire du constructeur: 480 piastres,

Je crois que Mons. Dupont ferait trés bien cela; Sﬁﬁé“d'-
ailleurs lui qui charge le moins. 7+
Bspérant recevoir une réponse d'ailleurs favorable,; vous
renouvelant le souvenir toujours reoonnaissant,je me dis
votre petit missionnaire cris,

‘Z)/MA 2

() dtr—
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' ' Edmonton, Alta.,ce 68 avril 1938
R.P.P.Mercredi,0.M.I.,
Delmas, Sask.

Cher P.Mercredi,

Jl'accuse réception de yotre letire du ler courant gui
Elaide avec tant de ferveur pour lz construction d'urie nouvelle chapedle
& Poundmaker. Je reconnais que cette construction s'impose et que vos
chiers Indiens prieraient mieux,fréquenteraient plus volontiers 1l'église
si vous zviez un temple plus convenable oY les réunir pour le saint Sa-
crifice de l& messe. i

Reste 2 savoir comment dans la pratique ce projet pourra
étre réalisé.Je comzencerai pur le soumettre su Consell Provincizl de qui |
la chose reldve,et je vous promets de l'appuyer.idais je doute que la Cais- |
se Provinciale puisse payer tout ce montant & elle-toute seulejil faudra
bien l'aider de quelgque fagon et trouver des ressources allleurs.Nous se-
rons heureux de faire notre part,msis il nous serait impossitle de tout
faire.J'espd®re que vous me comprenez et gque votre z&le vous suggbrera des
industries,comae cela vient d'arriver au P.Charron de Cardston qul & pré-
levé guelques centaines de dol.ars par des rafles etc.pour l'érection dtu-
ne chapelle sur la réserve,Pensez-y et voyez ce gque vous pouvez faire
dans l'ordre des possitles. :

Zn tout premier lieu wvous allez intéresser dgr.Duprat 3
ce projet.Par son entfemise,vous pourriez obtenir une zllocation de la
Church ixtension ou de quelque autre bienfaiteur.Il vous faudra lui deri-
re une bonne lettre dans laquelle vous ferez valoir toutes vos raisons;

il ls fera parvenir % qui d¢ droit et recomuandera votre requéte.Il va
sans dire que je plsiderai moil =zussi en votre faveur. '

‘Les dimensions de l'église me semblent eonvenables et le
prix de la construction tr¥s raisonnablejmzis il faut trouver les fonds
d'abtord,et je compte bLien gque vous vous y eaploierez de votre mieux.

Avec l'assurance de mes fraternels sentiments en Jésus
et Marie,
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Thunderchild Ind.Res.School,
Delmas.Saslk.

Le 7 Janvier 1939.

- ~ » Sl
Mon reverend Fere,

Lors de vctre receqte visite,vous me demandiez,en voyang notre plen
éiectrique 8l j'en éteis satisfait et je répondis par l'affimetive.
J'etaie en droit en effet d'attendre un bon servibe de ce plan wu qu'il
avait ¢t€ compldtement mis en ordre 1'ét€ dernier.

Quelques jours svant Noel,il a fait défaut com;lztnment et nous
n avons pes eu de lumiére pour 4 ou 5 jours.J'ai envoys un ingénieur
a Sﬂebatoon pout sevoir ce que signifisient cees déficiences si nombreuses.
On répondit [4que le plan ¢était bien trop petit pour les besoine.En fait,
nous avons & l'ecole 170 lzmpes usant 8?30 vatis par heure =t notre
pauvre Delco peut n'en fournir que 2500 par heure.De plus,il est obligé
de travailler 18 heures par jour,ce qui le ruine.Iy f aut, done chercher
autre chose qui puisee nous donner sstisfaction;je n'ai pas envie de
dépenser toujours 1350 dollars & ¢ h°que fois qué ce moteur mangue.
J'ai pris 1ﬂformat10n aupras da 1a Lister Diesel generating plants
Winniper et oa m'offre un Dwvael ue Izilowatt-hour, nouvean,complet
pour 1284 dollers.d'ai essayé d'abord 5*3 réductions mais pes moyen
d'obtenir;c'est d'ailleurs un prix bien raisonnsble puisque la Deleo Co
demende 2000,00 dollers pour le meme plan.

L'€cole peut faire cet achat sans nuire & se bonne marche et je wous
demende ls permission de faire ceite dépense.Cependant j'ai derit &
Ottewa pour avoir une allocation de 500 dollars.Je ne ssis 8i on me
1'accordera & ce moment de 1'annde.D'un autre coté,c'est le seul moment

our moi d'avoir de 1l'argent et de faire cette dépense.Je m'attends aussi
a ce que notre Delco nous manque encore bien vite;il o &té réparéd,mais
sans garantie.

J'espere recevoir votre réponse affirmative dans le plus bref delai.

Veuillez agréer,mon Rév.Pére,mes salutetions filiales,

.

b .

[ et
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Department of Mines and Resources,

COFY. Indian Affairs Branch,
Ottawa.

T

A Ottawa,July 10,1940.

Reverend Sir,

It is true that Indian Agents have been advised that children residing
on a reserve where a day school is in operation and whose parents are
able to support them should not be admitted to a residential school.
However,it has been our practice to allow children to go to residential
schools from a reserve where a day school is in operation,if the religious
denomination under which the day school is conducted is different from
that of the children concerned.In view of the above,the admission of the
four children mentioned in the first part of this letter to the Thunderchild
Residential School is approved.

A copy of this letter is being forwarded to Indian Agent Ostrander.
Yours truly,

Philip Phelean,
Chief,Training Division.

Reverend Joseph Angin,0.M.I.
Prinecipal,

Thunderchild Residential School,
Delmas.Sask.
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OFFICE OF THE PLEASE QUOTE
INDIAN ACENT ¥ CANADA FILE

e DEPARTMENT
\ OF
LA \ MINES AND RESOURCES
ﬁ?\"f’/’r INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

o

Battleford. Sask.
October 19th, 1942,

Dear Father Routhier,

I was wrong when I stated Father Angin was at
Onion Lake. The investigation was held when he was at
Blue Quill School, Saddle Lake Agency.

For your information the following is taken from
Indian Act:=

"Such school shall be the nearest available s=chool
of the kind required, and no Protestant child shall be
assigned to a Roman Catholic School or a school conducted
under Roman Catholic auspices, and no Roman Catholie cehild
gshall be assigned to a Protestant school or a school
conducted under Protestant auspices."

This ruling all Agents are governed by, and no
amendment has been made officially by the department,

I am afraid if the Frank boy 1is admitted into
Delmas School, the matter will not end there, as Mr. Ost-
rander is guite prepared to lay the whole case before the
Church of England authorittes, This I would not like
to happen, as I have already mentioned to you Mr. Ostrander
has almays played the game in the past as regards our schools.

Yours :j:;;%%é;Z%Zé%/

Rev. Father H., Routhier, 0.M.I.
9916-110e rue,
Edmonton. Alta.
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December 18,1943
Mr.John Tootoosis,

Cut KEnife,Sesk.
Dear Mr.Tootoosis:

I received your last letter of Nov.25 and likewise the prece-
ding of Sept.27th. If I failed to enswer,it was beceuse I see in your letter
no reeson stated why the prineipel of the Delmes school should be cheanged
if not one of personel discontentmsmk end I cannot teke this in consideras-
tion. You stete that you are asking his dismissal "for meny good reasons"
and then give none of thesef reasons. I conolude that you have a grudge
ageinst him,but no personel grudge can suffice to heve a men removed. If
you went to Father Angin,and reesonsbly exposed your grievences or ironed
out your personal difficulties with him in a men to man telk,you would
understend that he is a very oconscientious priest in the exercise of his
euthority es principal. Adopting en ettitude of essistence in the work of
the school,would do far more good to the children,then destructive oritie
cism,such es has frequently been carried on. Cooperation rather then oppos-
ition is so much more constructive.

With best wishes for Xmes season end New Year.

Yours devotedly,

WO QJOHWGRQ H.Routhier O«M.I.,Provincial.
ATAZGIA 30
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Thunderchild School,
Delmas.Saske

Le 18 Juin 1946

ion Révérend Peére,

J'ai votre carte d'hier et je suie affligé de vous dire que nous
n'avons aucune maitresse dipl®mée dans notre école;je pense méme que
la Soeur la plus haute graduée n'a que le grade X.
J'ai demandé bien des fois & Nicolet de fournir au moins une Soeur
diplomée,mais sans succés.Il est clair que de ce coté,nos écoles sont
bien inférieures aux écbdes protestantes.

Veuillez agréer,mon Révérend Pére,mes salute respectueux,
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Honorable J. A. Glen,
Department of Mines and Resources, -
OTTAWA, Ontario.

Honorable Sir,

You are, I am sure, already acquainted with the
destruction by fire of the Indian School situgated in Delmas,
Saskatchewan. As this institution was within the limits of
my diocese, you will readily understand why I teke it upon
myself to write to you to urge its immediate reconstruction.

The Indian population which this school has been
serving cannot be accommodated in any other kind of institu-
tion but that of a residential school, and I would be
distressed to the utmost if steps were not taken immediately
to replace it with as substantil a building as the resources
of your Department will enable you to erect.

I, therefore, hope, dear Sir, that you will instruct
your officials to prepare plans immediately for this project,
and that I shall have the satisfaction next September or at
the latest next November to see all those dear Indian Children
in attendance at a new school.

Thanking you in anticipation, I have the honour to
be, Henorable Sir,

Yours very truly,

Reginald Duprat, O0.P.,
Bishop of Prince Albert.
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Januery the 24th 43

Honorutl: J. A. Glen,
Department of Nines and Resources,
Ottawa Ontario

Honorable 8ir;

The sad news must have vesched you by now of the buming to grourd of .
the Thunderchild Residential School at Delmas, on jan. the 13th last. The Oblate
Fathers have been in charge of this school from the start, and, as the Superior Pro-
vincial ef said order, I am writing you to day to vaquest that you do every thing pos-
sible to have this Residential School rebuilt at the esrlies? conveniaenca,

I wag iu the vicinity when this totel destruetion occured. The Prin-
eipal and the good Sisters in charge of the upkesp and instruetion 4n this schocl
are not only in favor, but insist that the missionnary work performed by them for so
meny years now, be contimued. Thay are very anxious thal & new school be vebuilst,
in oxder thet thsy may continue their misaionnsry work emcnzst tha T ddﬂnq.

The Indisn Chiefs,speaking in the name of the nmajority of ‘the indien
population on thair rsserves, have come to me in order that I may ask the Indian De-
partment for a boarding achool. In fact, thera 48 no dombt in anybody's mind around
here, that only a Residential School c¢san sccomodste and give the nocessary education
to the widely scattersd children of the Indian Ressrves of Red Pheesant,Pundmeker,
Sweel (Grass, Meadow Lake and Walerhen.

I am therefore confident that the Department will decids and start
ahortly, as avery body expect, the construction of a fire proof residentiel achool,
‘ Where priest and slsters will continue their laportent werk of education end inatruc-
tien of this indian youth.

I an writing you, Honorable 8ir, with the hope that you will use your
influence, which is strong, to ths effect of obtaining a favorable decision in this
zatter, at the coming session. Ll of us hops to see a na» school bui.lt for our ine
dian children by next Fall,

Thanking you very kindly for the interest you will be teking in thhs
importent and vivai matter for our Indisms, I remain

Tours very truly
A.Bcucher o.m.1. Provincial
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Mr. R. A. Hoey, \ et 7 t
Director, Joth
Indian Affairs Branch, (4

Ottawa, Canada.

My dear Mr, Hoey,
You have already received the sad news of the
destruction by fire of the Thunderchild Indian residential
échool at Delmas, Saskatchewan. Fortunately the children
had been well drilled and, although the smallest ones were
already in the dormitory, they were all able to leave the
building without any one being burnt or hurt in the process.
The problem of rebuilding is one which I am sure
you will take to heart without any loss of time as we have
no.building of any kind where we can house those children
and provide for their education.
You know that this school was already too small
and that a large number of children were asking for admittance
and we could not provide room for them. The crowded situation
of the school will enable you to press for the building of an
institution large enough to house from 150 to 175 pupils.
I, therefore, leave this whole matter in your hands |
knowing that you will do your very best to provide a new school
with the least possible delay.
I wish to thank you for anything that you may be able |
to do to expedite'this;building'project. et - E

Yours very truly, |

R A By
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Jan. the 24th 48

Mr Bernard F, Neary

Supt od Welfare and Training
Indien Affairs

Ottawa Canasda

Dear Nr Neary,

No doubt that yon understand my feelings in writing you about the des-
trction by fire of the underchild Indian Residential School at Deluas, T wag in
tne vicinity when the accident occured and I could sea by myself that everything
has been done to save the building and to put all the children in safety, We have
succeeded with the aid of the mgent Mr Bell +o place about 25 orphans in the Schools
od Mek Lake, Onion Lake and Lestock., Put we eye at loss to find a suitable place
to continue our work, S0 I have already sent letters to the Miniaster and to Mr Hoey
pressing them to take mergnures without delay a8 to rebucld that Residentisl School,

I am gura that you are going to do your best to support our demand,
The indian Chiefs have come to me the naxt day end they ssk for a boarding School,
I told they to send their request #n due form o N» Hosy.

The principal ¥4l send you his raport of the whols thinz. It 42 = faet
that, this school was too small.. We eounld not a-ocomodate svery ohildren of age to go
to soheool. So we should have rcom in the new milding fer 150 or 175 children.

I know that the rumour is atroz in favor of aey schoois) wut I am sure that the in-
dilsns around here are not in favor, They prefer their boamiing schocls..

1 wish to thank you for the interest that voud will take in that impor-
tant and vital matter. ALl we want is the good of our indians,snd we are mbsolutely

convinced that ihe Residential School is the oniy way to gdive them edueation and
inatmetion.

Yours truly

A.Boucher ouam.i. Provineisl
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CANADA
MINISTER
OF
MINES AND RESOURCES

Ottawa, January 30, 1948.

Dear Father Boucher:

I have for answer your letter of January
24th dealing with the destruction by fire of the Thunder-
ehild Residentiel School.

The Iunspector of Indian Agencies for
Saskatchewan has recently been advised to carry out a
survey of the educational needs of the Indians formerly
served by this school and to advise the Indian Affairs
Branch as to a suitable site for another school,

It is difficult to advise you as to when
this school can be rebuilt. It will, of course, take
some time to prepere plans and specifications. Then
there will be difficulties with regard to the supply of
materials and labour. As you are probably aware, we
have as yet been unable to replace the former Residential
School at Lac la Ronge, Saskatchewan.

However, we are fully aware of the need for
this school and will meke every effort to have it rebuilt.

Yours sincerely,

Very Reverend A. Boucher, 0.M.I.,
Provinecial,

Missionnaires Oblats de Marie Immaculee,
9916 - 110th Street,

Edmonton, Alberta.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
BRANCH

OFFICE OF THE
DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES

Ottawa, January 31, 1948,
Dear Father Boucher:

I have for answer your letter of
January 24th with regard to the destruction by fire
of the Thunderchild Residential School,

This loss came as a severe blow to us,
as we are having so many difficulties with regard to
new construction. As you are probably aware, we have
yet to replace the Lac la Ronge Residential School and
also the Norway House Residential School, both of which
were destroyed by fire.

It is difficult to tell when this school
can be rebuilt. We will do everything possible to have
the plans and specifications rushed but there are already
four residential schools whose plans and specifications
are now in the process of preparation.

You may rest assured that we are fully

aware of the need for rebuilding this school and will make
every effort to do so.

Yours sincerely,

Very Reverend A. Boucher, 0.l.I.,
Provincial,
Missionmaires Oblats de Marie Immaculee,
9916-110th Street,
-Edmonton, Alberta.
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CANADA

DEPARTMENT
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES
INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

OTTAWA

February 5, 1948,

Dear Father Boucher:-

Mr. Neary is ebsent from the office this week
on business, but on his return I will bring to his
attention your letter of January 24th.

You can understend that I regret very much the
destruction of the Thunderchild school by fire and I

am sure Colonel Neary will be only too pleased to keep :
in mind the request made in your letter. __J

Yoiijfatncerely,

Philip Phelan
Chief, Training Division.

Very Rev. A. Boucher, 0.M.I.,
Provincial,

Missionneires Oblats de Marie Immaculee,
9916 - 110th Street,

Edmonton, Alberta.
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February 24,
The Secretary,

Indien Affairs Branch,
OTTAWA.

Att.-nEiOn: Mr, B, F. H&!o

Re: Thunderchild Indian
Residential School

Dear Mr, Neary,

It is our intention to continue to operate the above
school and we have for this purpose the following buildings, all
situated on the school ground or south boundary:

1) A brick house 30' x 30', two storeys and full basement.
The attic,although not in use at the present time, can,
with very little expense, be made into a dormitory.
The building is hot air heated.

2) A frame house 20' x 24', two storeys and basement.

3) Garage 30' x 35', two storeys. This building will
require a few windows and the walls must be winterized.
This can be done with rough lumber and Ten Test.

4) Two very well built large granaries which may be used as
sleeping quarters for some of the staff.

5) The house garage 20' x 20' can be converted into a laundry.
To enable our Church authorities to carry on these plans,
the following articles of furniture, bedding and laundry will be
required:

1) 30 Complete beds including mattresses, pillows, blankets,
sheets, pillow cases, towels.

2) 30 Desks, with class material.
%) Kitchen stove and utensils with refectory outfit.

4) Laundry equipment, which should include steam boller,
washing machine, drynr and wringer, and one small ironer.

(over)

48.



5) Furthermore, the principal will need about 10,000' of
building lumber and Ten Test, and ordinary building
material such as nails, paper, etc. '

It is our purpose to provide at the present for 30 girls,
and, if we find it possible later on, we shall add between 20 to
30 boys to the above number of children.

I hope that you will be able to issue the necessary
authority to proceed with the above plan.

Thanking you in antieipation, I remain,
Yours very truly,

cc. Father Boucher.
J. 0. Flourde, O.M.I.
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de Marie Inumaculee
ion Jrovinciale
9916-110¢ Rue

onton -z~ Alberta

February the 22d 19 49

Hoﬁ/;ahle J.A, McKinnon

Minister of Mines And Ressources
Ottawa Caneada

Dear Honorable Sir,

This is the first time I have the honour of writing to you, as
the Minister of Mines and Ressources. I am the actu;l superior Provincial of the Obla-
te Missionneries working amongst the Indien population of Alts and Sask., apd also
one of your ?ESPOTS in the Edmonton constituency.

I am teking the liberty, in this letber,Honorable Sir, of bringing
to your attention the Thunderchild Indien School, for the reconstruction of which,

& Government grent was voted by your department. This School was destroyed by fire
on jen. the 13,1948, and could accomodeste at time , 120 children. I went to insist
strongly, Honorable Sir, on thi.reconstruction éf a school of the same capacity. In
the dept, of Indian affeirs, some would reduce the capacity of this new building

to accomodate only 100 indian children. That school would certainly be too smell, and
would be insufficient to provide instruction tog all the catholic children of school
age, on the adjaceht reserves.

The missionnaries in charge of these reserves have asked me to
write you in behalf of these children. Would you pleése, Honorable Sir, meke use of
your influence to have a school built according to the need of these children of
school age. In the past, the Thunderchild indien school with & capacity of 120 was
barely sufficient. The new school should therefore be for the same amount of children
to say the leat.

I am writing you with the firm belief and hope that you will give
this problem your personnal ettention and influence.

Receive in advance, Honorable Sir, all my thanks end best wishes for

your personal health. g /é é g .

Yours truly A.Boucher o.m.i.. Prowcial
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MINISTER
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES

OTTAWA, February 25th, 1949,

Reverend Father A. Boucher, 0O.i.I.,
Oblate Missionaries of lary Immaculate,
9916 - 110th Street,

Edmorrl:on, Alberta.

Dear Father Boucher:

I hagve your letter of February 23rd
meking representations to me in connection with the re=-
placement of the residential school at Delmas which was
destroyed by fire,

I recently had representations from
lre Marcel Boivin, M.Pe, in regard to this matter and
have had a thorough discussion with the Director of my
Indian Affairs Branch. It is proposed to establish a
number of day scheools in this area and it is thought
that these day schools, together with a smaller residen=-
tial school to accommodate possibly 75, will adequately
take care of the children of school age in that area,

I may say that a sum of $200,000,00
is included in our 1949-50 estimates for the reconstruc-
tion of this school,

Yours sincerely,

v Bercaedeeeiti

James A, MacKinnon
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d\ Cople

Minister
of Mines and Resources

Ottawa, Onb., 26 1949
Confidential

W. A. Boucher Edq.m P,
- House of Commons,
Ottawa. Canada.

Dear Mr. Boucter,

You enquired as to the steps that are being taken
to renuild the IndianSchool at Delmas, Sask, and I have made enquiries
a8 to the present position.

I find that although funds were in the Estim ates for the
rebullding of the school, delay has been caused by lack of decé&sion with
regard to a site. The old school, which was situated at Delmas, has
no electricity and water supply was obtained from the C.N.R. which
maintained a water station a@Delmas, The C.N.R. has difficulty with
811t in the water pipes and they clased down the water supply.

The Department investigated a farm at Battleford and
had about decided to start construction there when the former Principal
of the school advised that a power plant was being bullt close to the
0old site. It has now been decided to rebuild at Delmas and to
provide a school to accommodete 120 pupils, and I understand that
tenders are to be called for at an early date.

Yours sincerely.

Colin Gibson.,
Minister.
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Inﬂcgnl Tribe
Delegates
To Meet Here

Representatives of almost 50
Indian tribes throughout the
province are expected to flock
to Saskatoon, April 26 and 27,
to attend a meeting of the
Union of Saskatchewan In-
dians. . g

John P. Tootoosis, president
of the organization, from the - -
Poundmaker Reserve mnear Cut-
knife, revealed that the purpose
of the meeting would be to dis-
cuss possible changes In the In-
dian Act, now under revision by
the federal government.

Delegates will also be chosen
to represent Saskatchewan In-
dians at Ottawa when the fed-
era] government calls for. Ind\mn
representation at the capital.

The government had previous-
8|1y indicated that Canada’s In-
15| dians would be given ample op-
18| nortunity to consider the amend-
¥ |ments and to express .their ap-
suvar or aisapproval before ahy]
o|ew act became law.

Revision of the Indian Act has
\r | Deen under consideration by the
& government since 1946, Sub-
e.|Stance of amendments has not
x.|Yet been revealed. Some indica-
s.|tion as to their contents Js ex-
pected however in the™ next
éitting of the legislature. )

Mr. Tootoosis declared that
Saskatchewan Indians were not
anxious to see changes made in
their present “Bill of Rights”
made by proclamation in 1763.
The proclamation was regarded
by the Indians as their Magna
Charta, he gaid, and all that was
desired was that the “white man”
live up to his obligations as out-
lined in the original agreement.

The proclamation embodies
the broad general principle that
“no Indian can be dispossessed
of his lands without his consent
and the consent of the crown.”

Indians were afraid that if
they were offered the franchise
(as have been suggested several
times in the federal house) their
treaty rights would be -jeopar-
dized, he declared.

“We do not want the right to
vote,” Mr. Tootoosis said. “We|-
wish to keep our treaty rights.”

The latter permit Indians to
live on reserves tax free, to fish
and huht on crown property and |’
to possess mineral rights on
their property.
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To the Ones that may concerned

Delmas July 3rd IQ50

The Thunderchild Residential Boarding School at Delmas was destroyed
by fire, on the I3th day of January I9h8. The Building was the Oblate
Fathers property. There was no insurance on the Building.

The Building was rented, free of charge, to the Bepartment of In-
dian Affaeirs, Ottawa, for the instruction and education of Indian chil-
dren. The other buildings on the farm were saved. From these buildings,
some were paid by the Government, such as:

The Big Barn,

Chicken-House,

Machineries Sheds.

Some ma$tresses, ustensils, were saved from destruction; some beds,
mattresses and ustensils were given to the School after the fire. All
the things are in the saved buildings with the mabdineries.

Now, if the School, for some reason, will not be rebuilt, I strongly
suggest, as Principal of the School, that all buildings, matepials, con-
tained in them, be given free to the Oblate Fathers as a compensation

for the loss of their school.

Sign: J, B. Cabana, o.m.i. , Principal

Delmas, Sask.
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