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Juns 9,1988

Ghief P.ia prpar,
%ibﬂ Lﬂdk”’&.*l
Dea r 3ir , :

On my coming to Zdmonton 2starday I found pour lattar withut date or
signitars ssking thz ratum of Fathar Pr att to the school. Ishall cortailaly connid
ar 1t eriously tut em too n2w In th> sosition to stute dafinitaly what Ishall Jdo,
‘ead unfortunztsl, I am pr :saatly so Lusy that I cenanot visit immadiotaly our
district IItbenkt that in th2 amn tim: things ma; go for the .2st,

[ thank ou sincaer:ly for th: intar-st fwkat that yfou have t-ka ia tha
whole affsir, e 3

Youes Sincerzly in J.0.& M.I.,

|
' asva?ﬁa AIUVOAS
TATRISIA 30
FA %A
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_ Juillet I938.
Missions ZXcole St Antoine et Onion Lake.

w R

Réponse au questionnaire sur le Conapectus Miss, Ind, Prov,Alta Sask.

-4
-4

....”2rscnnel Religieux

I..Actuellehent:
Trois Péres Oblats dont un est missionnaire sur un

territoire de 50 milles carrés, un deuxiéme est assistant & 1'E-
cole St Antoine et missionnaire de*Réserve Indienne du lac d'0Oi=-
gnon. ....Un troisiéme est Principal ou directeir de I.'Ecole St
Antoine,

2..Deux Fréres dont l'un est mécanicien et 1l'autre jardinier et guar-
dien de nuit en hiver,

3..1La Congrégation des Soeurs de l'Assomption de la Sainte Viergede
Nicolet s'engage & nous donner le personnel nécessaire pour l'en-
seignement des enfantis Indiens & 1'Ecole et surveillance des fille
pour ouvroirs,etc. I3 Soeurs,

4, .Pretres origine frangaise....2
Pr@ire origine Canadienne frangaise..,I

5..,Freres I Frarcais, I Canadien.

Yii.......0difices:
Onion Lake,vieille mission & 7 milles de 1'Bcolc St An-
toine:Une ruine et pas d'Eglise pour les Indiens des alentours, -
Cette mission,assez florissante jadis,avant 1l'incendie de 1'Ticole,
dirigée par les Soeurs de 1'Assomption,avec 1'Eglise chapelle,est
waintenant unc¢ ruine, Il faudrait trouver les ressources pour y
construire une Eglisec et une régidence PO t un ou deux Peres,
I'Ecele construite par le gouvernement a ¥ milles du centre n'a
pas le logement pour une communauté. Plus que jamais,allons au peup.
ple et suriout,allons parmi les Indiens pour rivaliser avec les
protestantg on _
Danes cette superficie de 50 milles carrés,ne possdde pas le:
les édifices suffisants pour continuer le beau travail des an- |
ciens Oblats.

IX.....eaBcole St Antoine,Adresse:Via thf%inater ?8ask......Capacité: I20
enfante Indiens--filles et garcons,actugllement nombre I22. Cris
et Montagnais.----Réserves--Onin Lake == 0og Lake-- Long Lake -~
Le Goff--Cold Take-~Tsland Tzke

b. 5 BTMSERT .« .Commnions Pascales... 235
Cormunions de dévotion eaviron 13000,
Variage.,..I2







LT

b o (e LA .Cette misdion est éloignée des chemins fers (30 milles au sud et 20
milles & l'est) sévarée de la rivitre Sask. Un bateau flottant ou
bac, traverse les voyageurs; les c8tes sont d'un accés impraticables
pendant les saison de pluie et au printemps; danger de la glace
fondante------ Dans nos réserves ,chemin d'Indiens dans lex S€
& travers les marais. J'admire le sacrifice des missions de notre. .
grand lMcKenzie mais il ne faut pas oublier les plus & plaindre,
nos Oblats travaillant dans la demie-~Civilisation. Nos Indiens n'ont
p2s ici le privildge des grandes chasses et de la p&che du nord;
aussi c'estlpauvreté mjje sur toute la ligne,

XII......38laires: 2 Pire et 2 Fréres----$I70,00 par mois.







LoJoc-&oH- I-
Juillet 1938

Réponse au questionnaire sur le
CONSPECTUS MISSIONUM INDIANARUM PROVIHCIAE ALTA-SASK,
I.-Superficies.- 50 milles carés.

Ii.— Personnel Religiéux.
Cf.Rapport du P, Pascal.

IV.-Population,
Lac La Grenouille 116 Catholiques
Lac d'Oignon 259 catholiques
Lac La Péche 327 catholiques
Petit Lac des Iles 60 catholiques.
Frenchman Butte 85 catholiquew
Hillmond 40 catholiques
Hewitt's Landing 25 catholiques
Tulliby Lake 30 catholiques
V.-Mutationibus in numero catholicorum:
5 bapt@mes d'adultes
VI.-De divisionibus ecclesiasticis:
A.-Diockce de Prince Albert:
Lac d'0Oignon,Petit Lac des Iles,Butte des Frangais Hillmond
. Hewitt's Landing,
B.-Diockse d'Edmonton:
Lac La Grenouille Lac La P&che,Tulliby Lake.
XDe Vita et Fructibus spiritualiﬁua
185 communions pascales 500 communions de dévotion par anné 5

mariages au Lac La Grenouille,Pour reste cf,Rapport du P,Pascal,
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Saint- Walburg,Sask, Dec, 27 1939

Saint-Anthony Indian School, Lloydminster.8ask.

The educational phase of this institution has been receiving its pro-
per attentilon, The distribution of the puopkls,and the allocation
thereof to the staff seemed quite satisfactory., The staff is well balan
cedgand are doing gool work, While they have a fair supply of reference
and seatwork material,there is stillneed Ffor primary material.

The practical training given the pupils Iu this school should prove
of value. The girls are péing given a fine training in pradtical horme
economics,and some of the work seen was of high standard. This work
consisted of fancy work,sewing,knitting,the making of suits and dresses
and general cookery around the kitchen, The hoys are not being neglected

The older boys spend considerable tiﬁe in practical work on the farm
and have done a 1ot of work and fret work, This phase of work is being
extended this year by the installation of a manual training shop and
some modern equipment., The school 1is to be cormmlimented on the number
of prizaes the pupils took for theéir work at the various exhibitions
and fairs in the province during the past year, Music in the school

is eof high standard,

Yours faithfully
W.D, Brennan

Inspector of schools
P







Inspector's Reﬁort

Sainte Antheny Indian Sehool Date of visit Oet. 31 1979
érades v, V1, Vi1 , Vii1
Enrelled 14 13 5
Present 12 12 4
Teacher Seeur C(Celine du Carmel
Thaught iast term in Thunderchild , Delmas, Sask,
= _

Cenvention attended . Nerth Battleford, < 1935, 37 ,38

General Comment : In Grade V,with the exception of three pupils,the resu
sults in a test in arithmetic were good,and enly twe pupils showed weak-
ness in spelling, In Grade V1 test in spelling and arrithmetic breught
quite satisfactery,results alse,the only weaknesses not~d in each grade
being of the type that would diasapear with a goed drill, The pupils in (i
Grades V V1 V11l shewed a geed grasp of the foundamémtal rules of lan-
glage, As the teacher was new te this scllool,herv work was kent nnder ob-
servation for a wart of the afternéon,and the impresddmn gain ef her werk
were quite favorable., The blackboard was used to advantage in checking

arithmetic,and the pupils were made to raisen sut the problems for them-
selves unier her supervisien., In a check of seatwork in histery an? gee-
graphy the pupils shewed a geod grasp of the material under diseussion,
were iinteresiad,and took active part of the lesson, Some very nice projeec
and art work had been done,and the boys were starting manual training,
There was a fine exhibit eof work done by the boys and girls in this romsm,

This teacher had her work well prepa#ii,kept the pupils cens-

tantly at work, made good use of board and her time,and aroused geod pu-
pil response., Yhe classroom reflecteg her pleasant manner,ahd she seemed
to have ne difficulty with disciplime, She lookedlike a capable teacher
who new what was expected of hef,and how te de it well, She accepted wil-
lingly all suggestiens made her,




Tvoasime e




Inspecter's REport

Saint-Antheny Indian Sehool Date of visit Oect , 31 1939
Grades 11 113 1v

Enrelled 18 11 10

Present 18 11 10 39

Sister Lucie de Lyon

Taught last term in above

Total teaching experience : 28
S8ervice 1in Indian School 14
Convention attended None

General Comment : As this teacher has been in this schoel for several
years,the time was spent checking the work of the pupils, In Grade 11
the writing was average te good the exercise bhoeks were neat and well
checked, only one wupil shewed weakness in arithmetiec,an? they were in «
good conditlon i Lhe work covered in reading, The teacher was advised
to give them moré sileny reading and to make a start into Beok 11 as
soon as pessible,

In Grade Q@11 ,the average to good,the pupils was in excellent co
econditien in spelling and arithmetic,and they were ingood average condis
tien in reading, They would benefitfrom more silent reading drill,

In Grade 2V ,thh writing was average,the purils were in goed condi
tion in Arithmetie,all hut twoe pupils were 1in fine conditien in spelling
gnd they shewed a good average grasp of the fondamental rulesof language,
It was evident that theés teacher continued her good work and that her pu-
pils were pregressive,

The relations existing hetween teaxher and pupils were good,and the
pupils shewedgood industry, The teacher gave sometimme to dask supervisie
on of pupils work, She is quite conscientious,and always ready fob help,







Inspectér's Report

Saint-Anthony Indian School PDate of visit 131 Oct, 1939

,Grade 2 L |

Enrelied a2

Present 30

Teacher: Sister Saint=Hermas

Thaught last term in above

Total teaching experience 22 years
Serviee in Indian School 22 "
Convention attended None

General Comment: The time spcnt in this classrcom was deveted to the ea
check of the work of the pupils te note their progress since my last visit
The grade was divided lnte twe groups,

In Grade 1 Jr,the printing »nd writing was average to very rooli,most of
the pupils did well in arithbmetie,and in reading they were in good condi-
tion in the work ecovered,being nuick teo recognize the wards and good avera
ge on getting the meaning, Some of the superior pupils in this grade and
some of the weaker ones in the senior grade might be group tegether in a
grade by themselves,with advantage {o all coneerned,

In Grade 1 Senier ,The writing and printing was average te goaod,with the
exception of her pupils,they were all advanced in rurher work and were geo
good average in reading,althought a few of the pupils were beyond their
due te time lost, The teacher was advised to divide the pupils into small
groups for reading so that more attention might be given te individuel nee
needs, The pupils sang nicely,and were well trained,

The teacher got aleng well with her punils heing like a mother te them,
She bad her work well prepared, made good use of her time,and use of her
time,and use pictures and illustrations te advantage, There was no doubt
that she was doing good work.

Some primary seatwork material is badly needdd in this room,

4






Inspestor's Repert

8t, Antheny's Indian Scheol, Dse of visit 0Oet.31, 3939,

Grades .. cee- Kindergarten.

E.”a"' L 19
Present e e e 19

Teaecher ,,.. S5r, Laurette de Marie

Taught kast term in ,. abeve scheol
Tetal teashing experiense ,... 6 yeaps,
Servise in Indian Sehool ,....., 5 §
Oonvertiuna attended sev00:..0. NoMe

Generad semment..,, This is the weginning grade,and the pupils were
divided inte twe groups, The junier greup was seen in drills em number
woerk,reading,printing,and phenies,and the metheds used looked effee-
tiveg, In the senier greup lessens were carried en in reading
and number week. Tn all the abeve werk the teacher made fine use of
flash eards, ebjeects,pistures;ete., all of which incidentely she
made-herself, The pupils enterel inte the drills with interest and
enthusiasm,and, as the play idea was used te advantage, the lessens
wape-prefitable, All work pur inte beoks was mneat and carefully
ehecked, The teacher had ger work earefully planned, and effeetively
erganized, ahe made goeod use of her time and eof illustratiway
material in her teaching,and kept the pupils gainfully employed all
the time, She was very comscientieus,and shewed muech resourcefulness,
Her lesson and drill perieds were shert and snappy, and ene subject
was fellewed by an eppesite type one so as te prevent fatigue?,
Exeellent teasher-pupil relations seemed te exist in the classroem.
All suggestions made were accepted with willingness, This Sister is
a capable primary teacher, :
There sheuld be mere primary seatwork material previded for this
reom,

W.De.Brennan

Inspoeter of Seheols
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cnien Lake,
gask,
March 16=1938
Rev. U. Langlois,0.M.I.
9916=110th Sst.
Edmonteon, Alta.

Dear Father lLanglois:

I feel it is my duty to come and thank you very
gincerely for the kind receptionyou have given me and alge for the
gincerity vou have shown in ligtening in te my grievances and petition
in behali of my peopie ana o1 ail the Indiang of the Indian Agency
Onion Lake. . ;
I thank you algo for the assurance given me that Failer Fratt bhe brousht
back here soon and in the very near fTuture. my peopie are very grateiul
to you for this promise and we all hepe that you will keep your word :
and you will materialize soon as you can., Our most ardent degire ies '
that I'r.lratt e brought Luck here with us and be given the very functing
and work as before and this before the children be sent home for tre
Summer holidays, because if it is not done gso, it is much te fear
that many will not come back as the parents are very much displeased
with the present situation. When you come to visit us, you will see
by yourself what my people will say te you and you will judge by
vourseii that my visit to you lately was not based only upon sentiments
I have gtand for the heavy expenses reaquired hv mv trin te Wdmnontor
only for the henefit of our School and our Relizion, and I am very
sorry te see some of my peeple turning down their religion but you
how the indians are.

We are all rejoicing at the thought that Fr.Pratt be
with us gsoon ag your pronise HaGeg#én has been given and we all knew
that a man of your situation keeps always his word.

Father Pratt coming back teo us and takine back his work with the same
capacity and function as befere everyvthine will cool down , the
misunderstanding will vanish as he knows well the Indian ways and
knows how to treat the Indiang and knows how to reason with them.

We all want him back very stronglv and with the same power and work
as bhefore and no eriticism will be heard as when hebhwas here with vs-
-We will we prepared o meet you at yeur next vigit.

A% vou asked me, we will
pray for the Oblate Fathers for their good work armonegt the Indiang.
Hoping, Dear Father Langlois, that this letter will find the very smme
reception and result than my visit and if this dees so happen we shall
all be happyv.

Yours very truly,

7 Vg CIuif

For all the Indians of this Agency.

e o, el SR T S
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Mareh &5 %8

Ur.d .Harper,Chiel, =4
Jnion Lake,Sask.

Hy dear Chief, . ey |
I acknowledge your let.er of the 16th inst. and I recsll
with great pleasure the gind visit you paid ne.

The sentiments of brnciuude and orofound attachment you pro-
fess towards Rev.F.Pratt are certainly gratifying and show at its best
your true appreciation of his devotedness.

As to his return amonist you,I repeat here wiwmt I told you
in sdmonton : that I'1l try to grant your reguest as soon &s circums-
tances will permit. When this shall Le,I do not knows;but be sure I'11
keep your demand Lefore my eyes.

RememlL er,we have more than one mission and one School to loo
after,and by the time we have appointed all the Missionaries and Prip-*
elpals,and we have mede all the changes necessary to keep up the good
work undertaken,we are bound to make soue nominations that are more or
less according to the taste of everybody. So I beseech you take this
into consideration and give us & lit.le latitude in our choice,teing
convinced thatl we Liave nothing so muel at heart as your heppiness,the
good of your children and the szlvation of vour immortsl souls.

I hope you'll help me in my difficulties witl: your fervent
prayers end your stauncied falthifulness to Our holy religion.

Un my next visit to your Reserve,I'll make it & point on my
programme to Sec you. In' the meantime I count on you and your council-
lors to smoothen things for good Rev.F.Pascal who is very devoted and
whom you will all love when you have learned to know him and got accus-|
tomed .to his ways.

With my bLest regards,
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vnion jake,
sealr,

April 18=1938

dev. Father Langlois 0.M.I.
Provineial
9986==110th st.
Edmonton, Alkerta.

vear uood rather vangloig:

I have just learned of vour normination te the

high offiee o1 wishop of urenard, to £fill the place of sishop wuv.

I might be the firgt indian enier to cometve
piesenteio you my most gincere congratulationg for thg nomination and
there, you will labor among mv Indian people. You gseem to love the
Indiang and seem to have at heart their interegt, and this I found that
out when I spoke with you, in my last interview., T rejfoice with many
ublates Kathers Tor your nomination,mut at the game time, I gtaept te
fear that the pronige you made to me to bhring back with us heres goon
iather Pratt may not eome through, or your preposea vigit te us may not
take place.

e were all ready to meet you in a bhody, and elearly to pui
before you not enly as one man but the majority of the Catholic and
even rotestant Indiang. :

We have ahgolutely nothine asaingt Father Passal) aq a2 priegt
but he ig net the man for this place and thig sschool, and as you know well
the indians when they are not well pleased with a priest, they turn awav
frem the Church. for many vears, and also refuse to give awav their
children and even in their pride give them away to the Protestant schoel.
1+ have put elearly as posgible all the reasons we had while gpeaking te
You in mdmonton and on this you promiged me verv gelemnly that vou will
give “Q ha k Lather Pratt and te take hlstokd?ﬁs he did in the past.
it ynu ept, lcan assure vou, ratiier Langlais that verv gerious
conaequencen may follow, and next fall many children will be away from the
sehool, as rather Pascal Is not well liked and does not undergtand the
work and the Indian ways.

If I write to you, it is in faver of our school and neligion, and T ecan
tell you sather webghugi Pratt bheing well liked here can de mueh for the
benef'it of our Religion. Please sather pangloig den't abandon us or break
your proemige.

As L told you in my letter, following my return here, the Indiang came

to see me for the newg and 1 told them that he was eomine back becauge
sather Langlois has promiged me that. 1f thig again is net realiged, it
will make uhe situation very hard for pialier Puscal or any other priest
no$ knowing the Indians here.

+ ask you dear rather Langleis to help me with
my people and help me te keep them with our Chureh and te remain good.
ithe things are not going very good here, especially sinee tihey kKnow you
promiged to give us hack rather Pratt. they want him baek very soon an?
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pbefore the summer vacation,
Also do not believe that I am alone in the desire to have rather Pratt
back here, but all my people here and also all the Indkans of the Onien
Lake Agency. IT you come yon will find that out by yourself.

Langlois, that you will see your
to grant us our request and give

we shall all be grateful te you.

will be U.K.

We will all pravy our

Hoping dear rather
ways kefore leaving vour work as Provineci
us back irmediately wabher prratt and this
vust sayv the word "YRs" and everyvthing

heavenly rather to give yvou all his grace

flor your new work as pishep and that vou may work many yvears for the good
our people, the Indian reople of reace River Digtriect.

An angwer from you Lather wili me received with jey.

With Lhe assuranec »° ew poor aawd humble pruyers,we remain your Indians

And Dear Indian People :
Per Q‘DM
’ .

Chief

Onion Lake,

Saﬂli.
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Onien Lake,
May 16=1938

Father L. Larose 0.).T,
9986 110th St.
HEdmonton, Alta.

Dear Father Larose:

You must remember well last Spring when you eame to this
sshepol at Onion Lake, and talked to us all Indians, yvyou pronmised us to
do all what you sould to help when it will be necessgary, after hearing
cur reasonsg te keep with us Father Pratt as our Prineipal and priest.

¥
You told us also teo aeccept Father Passal and te give him a ehanse and if
the things were not running good with the Indians after a while to let
you krow 1t, and you wonld de all what veoun eould te helm ugs te brine
®ack Father Pratt bere and to pive him Lig very gsame work at the seheol.

I am sorry to let you know that

things are not running very good here, my Indian vneonle, refuseste de
what he 1s guppraed te de an? everything ged to ke upset here gince
Father Pratt left.

The way I gee things new it will ke very hard next fall
to 111 this school as the parents are very dissusted with Father Paseal
he has ne way with the Indians and seems #dleagsed to contradiet them to
displeagsed them. Many are already out of the Chureh and gome went to the
Protestants on aceount of him. Thig is net what they should de Wnt veu
know how the Indians are and I cannet reason them to do good with Father
Pagsal. Many Tndians having children of eertain age at this sechool will
not ring them hack and what I fear ig that they may pbtain a day sehool
andthan what will wecome of our boarding School for our children?

Ag a Chief I know personally that the Indian

Department is wore in faver of a day schoel than a Boarding school and
if this scheol hag net the fair numbker of children certainly a day school
will e granted to this Regerve. It ig time that gsomething be done to
bring kack Father Pratt here immediately. I am sure he will kring bkask the
people te the Chureh and also will dispose them in favor of the sehool.
I know enonugh myv people te gav that they do what they mean egpeeially
when they are not nleased with a nriest. We used to have a good numhker of
childeenw when I"ather Pratt was here wut now the children are not eeming
as they have keen in the past years and next year manv will not return,
especially the chlidren from the Thunderchild Reserve will not ecome kack
next fall unless Father Pratt is here on time to have the parents well
digspesed in faver cr the sehool). When T went to speak to Father Provineial
this spring I teld hiwm many faets and give him all my reasons why we want
Father Pratt hask and he has pronised me for sure that he wonld ke ®ack in
Mav. Nathine wae heard of ginee an? ¥ am teld at the sechool that the new
Father Provineial is not yet appointed. Will wvou please relay to the new
Provineial our request and ### see that ourdesire he realized.

As a priest we have nothing againstFather Pasecal
we enly find that he is not fit to work with the Indians and he cannot
undergtand their ways and mentality.

5 Hoping that you will see that your promise
to hedpp us if things were not rumning geod he useful and erings results,

I am.
Yours very devotedly,

W/)édf.z{ "Chief"
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onion gake, gank.

June 7th, 1938

Rev.l¥ather TProvineial,
Rdmonton,
Alta.

Dewr Father:Provincial:
b I have hf}en told lately at the gchool of your
nenination ag Provincial n'iaia{::.;;g Bichop Lansle 4q,

Perhaps yon nay ®ind gurprisinz of
le:‘,‘-l“’ihu & letter Pf"i} { me-dn bekal? of all the 'w‘i"“r- a®™ this Onion
Lake Indian Agency. The reasen Por doinm go, st ot b7 now he ankuown
to you bccuuqe quhnp Langlois muat have eertainiy left to yvou for your
personal congideration che ersult of ny interviow with hir lete L)is
apring, -..Ji!'f 2is0 177 detlor that Cellewed thoe gaid inetrviow,

Bighep Lengleis has solmnly pros ml

T -

> ] s - 3 o ’
ba re and hy me te aill py people ta grant onr redqneat that ia to gend

ack Facher 1ratt Lere as I'rmineipal and te de the vervy same work that
vlat le was dolng while 114n .--pa we 1ean ihe vory same Turtetion.
L ] avo *::"."'Ll.. Gt '!."..':?" p Largric 3 all th e reéasche fer
Father Prats’'s péfairi here and afior Jearing ne Pe ey promised
ro LRRS e would Joe go and even told ne to tell all my people te expect
Father Pratt gaon and alge o prar Tor the Chlate Fathers.

Wiy we wani Faiher IFratit ig that he knews us well
al '*""1" lgiows well how oo sal with the iddiana. Pather 'ageal hes ne
ways with the Indisang. Many children will not some beack next fall alse
aule (.“‘ propde went Ur She SnstTcan -Claureht hasans ¢ Lhey. cannot. agroc

hpard Lhaw

with Fathel Pascal . Bighop Tiangiols wae vony curry whey be
gud 4% de why Mo prardced me &l 1y per ple e acud beck Fatlicr Prati.
Hav:iig boen valicd e pe % Groemard g Biple i, he could not then keep
good his prondase and I helieve that e expected hig svocescor will
carry it vhruugh.
TP Putler Pescal lens Fere oo irinefinel next Se plerher

1 1.':111 hawe wory herd tine 6 gai bacsk big eohildren and even 1:0.. Lhes
e ot anmerutlg g BNey ghen o be, tha mardagin are "-“Z{t!i.n"!‘, Lher in tbe
';ﬂ« vo soe Eather Iratt tacs !*mo.

We have nothing against Fathor Paqcal as a
priest bat he is not £i% e werk with the Tiliang and eqpecially 1
schovl here where he has te deal with all tha ;'::“"".-‘r:.

< N < AT -‘.-‘;‘ e wgos B yeople Palling away Frop

L Shreh, since my return from Ndrmonton 1: mt March two famalies have

h

[ fJ

left o Reddision. T ann & Catholic myself and I elweys try te belp
ny Church and di this cane I only gee one paan Lo the thines Wp de To
hawi: Thasy haelk lere.

Pather Lareone 1ies hows rosefred o letisr frer dus
it o ko well whet ebiessiong o pnt foivmarl whon Father Pratt went

avi7e At the he told us if the t.‘l‘ian WBI‘P nr't runnine coed ‘e would
d(: his utimost co have Waiher Prati bhaek and it dg why we wrote te b
Fior dmewine thas Patber Langleds wes poie Lo be raded & RBislop.

T pade & speeind trip to Jhenten ve aen Father Pr wincial: and re
peceived e Yery peolitely and ‘wr“vm‘v: e Lo pend back.cwr dentyed
Watheor il ¥de hefere the end off “he yFeer, bhoeruee Af Yo ds not TQre

20 Rhate tre evikeven rell Alononis ;e!“m'o zoing home many will not cone

back.
I ¥now encugh 1y pecple to prove what L mesn. » -

Heping Deayr Father Mrevinedsl $hat youw will see Yowr wam Lo seRe .
3, o, e ' g - b L Sy I . e e L Y . W -
heok dppedistely Pather Pratt ond Ly “hia e belp pe epdn~ my peryi

ce Pawo Lhin .;":?1'1 L1l et oy elildren.

+h the Clnureh miul
BDelieve e alwaya.

-r e A s et
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Dear Father Provincisl:-

For the second time I come to Edmonton to see

the Provincial in behalf of my people and of my School at Onion-Lake.
I am,and we are poor people, and we gladly make the sacrifices only

for t

fe benefit of our Religion and our School.
When I came this last Spring I was well recei-

ved by Father Langlois, then and we I went back with the promise that
my request was granted. I hopq,and we hope, that to-day again we will
be well received and obtained from your kindness, and the love you have
for us, poor Indians,the realisation of our request.

This request is not a question of sentiments from

me as Chief or a little group of Indians from our Onion-Lake Indian
Reserve but we come here, once more, in behalf of all my people and our
people of Onion-Lake and’ the surrounding Indian Heserves.

The petition and papers, left by me last Spring, to

Fr. Langlois, concerning our request, and our coming again here must

be a sincere proof of our ardent desire to have what we request from y
ou, be granted and this the honour of our Religion and School.

%f in your kindness and love for us, our request is granted we shall

be zlways be gmateful to you and to the good Oblate Fathers.

2)

3)

5)

I0...Fr. Pascal is a good priest, but is not the man for the Indisns.

He has no ways with them,and by his doings, turns down the In-
dians from their Religion and put a very strong obstacle for

the welfare and future of our School.We have two schools closed
by, and always there is a fight between the two, for the children
and by the fact our catholic children are much efposed to go

to the Anglican School, if the parents are dissalf ied, and you
know how the Indians are. We need a priest that knows the Indians
knows their ways, and be good to them. Fr. Pratt has proved in the
past that he loves us, has known us, has understood 1us, and has
done much for the benefit of our people and school.He is our

man, and we want him back at his old Job, and everybody is crying
for his return.If you ever come and speak to our Indians you
wlll see by yourself how true this is. Fr. Larose, when Fr.Pratt
left, was a witness of our opposition to his leaving,and he him-
self presiding our meeting hear our resons and arguments but

had no power to act but only felt sorry of this removal.

Fr. Pratt's return has been solemnly promised by Fr. Langlois

to me as Chief, this last Spring,and all my Indians are expecting
that result soon..Fr. Lsrose also,when he was here has promised
us to do his utmost to have Fr. Pratt back with us.

This request to have Fr. Pratt back with us is the desire of all
the Indians even the Protestants and also of all the Indians of
the Onion-lake Indian Agency.Tc this effect a petition was given
to Fr. Lenglois and signed by all the Indians of the different
Reserves.

Fr Pratt has helped the Indians but‘has never given anything for
nothing.Always he used to get his money back with hay and wood.
Sometimes the Indians were hard up and they came to nim for help,
he understood their needs, helped them but again lost very little
as I know of, because everything was marked in the book and he
used to get paid with hay and wood.

Many, next September,will not return back their children, because
they are dissatisfied with the present Principal. I have here
Alex Stick. also his brother, who ha¥echildren of school ageithey
refuse to send them to the school,unless Fr. Pratt return to us
as Principal of the School eand in his old position thet,when he
left, then the children will be given him and admitted.

I fear, Dear Fr. Frovinciasl, very much that the
request for day Schools be granted,and you know as well as I do
that the Dept. is more inclined towards day Schools than Boarding
Schools. As Chief,I know enough my people to say that they will
do as they say,and thatmwhat will be the result for our old
Onion-Lake Boarding Schooll I am an ex pupil and I have alweys
worked for my school end I am still willing to“the best for my
school and religion and it is why I come to-day, to see you, in
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their bepalf. Already few of my catholic people &lave gone from the
Church and**§ttending the Anglican Church. If this goes on long,
certainly after a certain time they will thing very little of their
Catholic Faith and the Religion will suffer much here.lt hurts me
to see some of my people and goud people falling away from their rel
ligion and seeing them refusing to send them to our school.As their
Chief I have experienced many difficulties since Fr. Pratt left

and when I talked to them they always say:"When we have a priest
that understands us, he is always taken away from us and replaced
with another one who looks only for money and does very little to
help us and for our souls. This is very painful to hear, and it is
why,Dear Fr. Provincial, I strongly request you in behalf of my
people, for the benefit of our Catholic School, and their Catholic
Faith, to give us back Fr. Pratt as Principal and to work for us

as he did in the past for the fenefit of all.

6)When Fr. Pratt came to take charge of the School there was pra-
tically nothing,and nothing was in order,we could see that clearly
ourselves, us Indians, and when he left, the place was Jjust star-
ting to look like a decent place.Also, it was only when he was her
that we had real results from our School regarding the Children
and the Indian Dept. expressed very openly its satisfaction in‘a
few official letters kept at the Indian Agency Onion-Lake.Dr.
Hill had always very cordial relation with Fr. Pratcwhile he was
principal of our School, and he will be only too pleased to see
Bim back as he often says.
This is all that I can say by writings, and I thi
it covers all the ground which I wanted to speak about.lf you
so desire, I will be very please to answer verbally all the questio
s that you may feel like to ask me and also my two companions.
We came here only for the sole purpose of helping our Heligion
and School and not to hurt Fr. Pascal as a priest as I said before
he is a good priest, but not knowing our language and ways,cannot
do much for us, and sure you will charitably understand our posi-
tion and the reason of our request.
Therefore, my request is very urgent,and being only
a short time Provinciaa, you will not refuse to grant me once
again my request for the benefit of my School and the Religion
of my Indians.Fr. Pratt is needed badly here as Principal of our
School, and not, as I heard, Fr. Moulin be, a travelling missionary
and of this I &m expecting from you, ~ear Father Provincial, a
favorable reply.
I will pray for the Oblate Fathers. This was Bis-
hop Langlois! request from me and my peojple.
With your blessing and the promise of my request
to be granted in behalf of all of my Indians
I am
Yours very truly

‘e
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a,ilit;‘l—'; Lake Indian Resorve,

Qetoboer 18¢h, 1031

Rev.Father Routhier ""Provincial"
NN1IB==1llt00 b,
Bdrmonton, JAlta.

Reveren; ... dear Father Provineial :=

' He are amcionsly looking forward for vour
retury from Rone and lately we Deard that vou . wers an vonp wow back t-
Edmonton.
enan me Reverend Faihor Pro rineialy, i T take the liberty
to=day to write to you again. My intention is te know froem vou directly
when you will be able to come te vigit ng ag: proniaad. Thig will allnw
me Lo gee ny people and have: the meeting ready and nravared.
Our degire i the game ag over a year ago, and
we stili etrongly desire to have back Father Pratt in charee of thig
school. Yon gee Reverend Fathep Provineial, that thig degire ig not
anly a giraw vile fire but hag lacted pore than a vear and etill ecreater
than ever.
We have appreciated what IPather Pratt hag done for this school and
what were the results. When it wag Imown that he wae reroved 1t wae
an universal explogion off vrotest Cromn the Indian Agent to the 1aqt nf
the Indian of" thig Regerve.
<he lagt eventg, amnd nging the Police to have
chiidren brnuuht back to the gehool and bave created a very unfavorable
feeling towurds thiyg yelwod wad is growine every day. The Relision
gufferg f'rom thie gtate of affairs and I thourht it wag nmy duty to let
you know this. Iff 4t goeg on 1ike that long, certainly thie Indian
Agency where Anglican Protegtantiqn ig very strone and efficient. and
what all thoge youny children after gcehool sraduation with a Protestant
Formution will be for ow Religion.

I you cannot cene, and i vou think it
will De advigable te do go, I nay go down there to Hdmonton to meet you
alG discuga with you the thingg over. I an ready to go over thig expense
once more and thig shows how anxioug we are all to gee IFather Pratt
back and in charge ag in the pagt ef' this school. :

If T do not get the results
thig tinme, it will be npy lagt appeal and probably the of my bulgness
with the Oblate FFathers of thia school. Hoping Reverend Father Provinedan

to vaceiva froav yon » very faverable reply,

Believe ne alwavg,

Yourg very tmily,
@ (ﬁ/-gu{ /)Jy, "Chier"
Comml Wt b, Uil Uk ym
wa I sty i whont
UWaiwih .
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Moy 2,1903€

Iy Avedne Cordinal,
Onion Lele,Snslz,

My Door Arcfne;

I hayve yours of April 22nd in which you mele Imown to me your resignetion
from the otaff of the School &t Onion leke. I hope that you have nt made e misteke
in resigring your positicn for whidh you had some very fine ocunlitiesgsend I epprecieste
the note that you heve inssrifed iu your letbter re your contlrued feithfulness to
your relicione I beg you to preay,es I do,that thinge mry settle down for the grealter
wolfore of the Indivmes for whon we sre leboring. :

Thanlking you sgedn for your kiad letter and wishing you luck in your
work,I remmin,

Yours Sinscorely,
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