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®@ffice of the

¥ Indian Son

for Manitobn and the Rilcthwest Territories,

fn yom rﬁbﬁ} uﬁz fo w ) :
9%...14/18 . ¢nnficy, 17 July 1903.
and date ?(’ this bttty and
addieoo
Hon, David Laid,
Fndsan Commissioner,
%"61”5}5?, Hian.

Rev.Sir,

Referring to the representations which you
made to me when I was on the reserve respecting the
question of child-marriage,l am pleased to be able to
inform you that the Department has approved of my
suggestion that an effort should be made to successfully
prosecute in a selected case. The matter has been
referred to the Department of Justice and that Department
is now in communication with its Agent,Mr.James Short,of
Calgary. I have written Mr,Short that the first step
should be a conference with the Agent and I have asked
Mr.Markle to confer with Mr.Shoert on returning from his
leave of absence, I count upon you giving our Agent
and the Agent of the Minister of Justice every possible
assistance, Great care will have to be exercised in

procuring evidence which will secure a conviction,

Yours truly,

-

Rev,.Father Riou, ’/;;;Asﬂf:;;Aian Cormissioner,

 Blackfoot Indian Reserve,

Gleichen, Alta.
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No g;g?’”@@'ﬁﬂ’“’ !ii %!EE
L, - Indian Agent's Office,

Rlackfool Agency,

Sleichen, August 11th. 19037190

Rev'd.Father Riog,

Srowfoot Mission.

LE =S ?

Rev'd.Sir:-

s |

%

1 discussed the child marrégs guestion with Mr.Short of
Zalgary and saw 1n his haagds the opinion and dirscticas of the Deputy
¥inistar of Justice ca this gquestiocn.

The Uspity Minister does noi advise prosaculion when the
hustand of Lhe child has only pae wife,ige.,10 actios should te taken
azalast an lodiau for “vakinz a girl of tender years for a wife unless
the ladian alrsady had ‘a wife.Prosscation is nol advised evea then if
the lndiang have ol been waraed.

This puls a differenl cousiruction on these matters,as [
andersitood 1t and ‘as you,l think,undersicod itgoo.Plurdl marrages are
aot commcon 00w as you kaow,l don't think Lhey will te many =sither
after Lhe laison of last year.lf any ladian who now has a wifs takes
a child for a wif= (second)he @an te prosecuted,in fact M¥r.Short is
dircected to take actiocn as soon as ks 1S5 inforwed of the facﬁ.l will |
talk it cver with you at Lhs first apporiunity and axplain th

intervizsa | had withk W¥r.Skort.

Ycurs vary trily,

-

# lndian Agent.
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®ffice of the

= Indian gommissioner

for Fanitobn snd the RNovthwest Tervitovies,

e%: oter reply refer £o : g .
.;r ’ﬁ4;;8 CZ%;mﬁgéiy, 10th October 1903.
and d'a{.;";;" this fiftor and
addzesn

eHon. David Laid,
@Fna’&zn @ommahat'onﬂ,
Qﬂn’nng{:ﬁgy, %ﬂ.

Rev. and Dear Sir,

On my return to Winnirpeg

your letter of the 15th August respecting child

marriage was awaiting me. I have read what you say

together with the correspondence which passed

between the agent of the Minister of Justice and
the Deputy Minister of Justice and the Memorandum
of the Law Clerk of the Department. It appears
from the papers that criminal liability could not
be brought home to the parties, As I stated to you
o e Aot
when on the ﬁoﬁ}aesarve it seemed to me from an
off-hand consideration of the matter that convictions
might be obtained in certain cases. I so reported
to the Department. The result was a reference to
the Department of Justice. The outcome of that
reference is an opinion adverse to taking legal
proceedings with a view to putting an end to the
practice of child marriage. In the face of that
epiion nothing can be done by us. We cannot use
thé arm of the law. We must depend on moral suasion
which on the whole has done more to better human
conditions than has been achieved by coercion., I
agree with you that it would be well if we could
bhave both
The Rev. J. Riou, 0.M.I.

Blackfoot Crossing.
Gleighen, Alta,
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have both agencies in operation, but not being able
to have both we must congratulate ourselves upon

not being deprived of the greater.

Yours truly,

Asst.Indian Commissioner.

The Rev., J. Riou, O.M,I.
Blackfoot Crossing.
Gleichen, Alta.
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